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Principal's Message
Welcome back everyone, it is just so wonderful to see you all again. School was a very quiet place in

week 0, we were all very keen for the real joy in week 1, when our students arrived. School is a much

better place with children in it. All 807 of them!!

Welcome to our new families joining us for the �rst time at Palmerston District Primary School, we are

thrilled that you have joined our learning community and eagerly await making positive partnerships

with you too.

Well, what an unusual,  and at times, very distressing January break. We recognise that some of our

families would have been directly impacted by the bush�res, hail and smoke. Please reach out to us if

there is anything we can do to support your family at any time.

I felt empowered to help my local wildlife by creating several water stations, and delighting in the

amount of kangaroos, crows, rosella's, cockatoos and a fox, frequently visit and drink up the water that I

become addicted to �lling twice a day. 

 In Week 0, all of our sta� joined together formally for the �rst time to undertake a week long

Professional Learning week, where we focused on team building activities and curriculum. Ms Kerri Clark

from the Directorate led us in a fun and highly engaging Amazing Race all around the Parliamentary

Circle, investing time with each other and reigniting our knowledge of the amazing resources we can

access living in Canberra.

Mr Phil, Shane, Kirsty and others from the Front O�ce worked tirelessly with us to ensure our school

was in tip top shape to start 2020 o� with. A very big thank you to you all, including the executive team.

We are o� to an incredibly positive start to the year. Positive feedback from parents has been received

with big smiles, sharing with us that knowing the 2020 teacher helped for a positive smooth start.

 We have lots of new teachers, please welcome them as they start to make their mark in the classrooms

and around the school. Please refer to below for the complete teacher list for 2020. 

 We have some very aspirational goals for our next �ve year plan. While we have core work to always

continue, we have some areas of focus:

building an Inquiry Integrated Curriculum based on concepts,  

writing and spelling

expanding our Technology , ie volume of devices for student use initially

cultural integrity

family partnerships

We will keep you informed along the way. We are scoping out how to prioritise and deliver these

outcomes, all with students at the centre.

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming Information Evening on Thursday 20th February. The

night will be structured like this:

5 30 – 6 00 – K -2 sessions held in their own rooms/pod by classroom teachers Then please move to



5.30  6.00  K 2 sessions held in their own rooms/pod by classroom teachers. Then please move to

the Hall

6.10 – 6.40pm – Hall – Principals address and introduction of 2020 teacher team.

6.50 – 7.15pm – Yr 3-6 sessions in classrooms/pod by classroom teachers

7.20 – Evening concludes.

We appreciate we have many families with students in several year levels, please endeavour to divide

and attend sessions. Alternatively, you are more than welcome to make contact with any teacher if you

miss a session. You will receive in days before, an information sheet we would love you to �ll in and

bring along on the night. This valuable piece of paper will inform your child’s teacher of valuable

information he/she would bene�t from knowing. Filling it out with your child would be greatly

appreciated!

Please sign up to our School Facebook page, and let us know you are there with ‘likes’ and comments.

We are all  very energised and invigorated to work with you for a colossal 2020.

Until next time – 

Kate Smith

Water for wildlife Sta� Professional Learning Week 0

Deputy Principal Message
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Marijana Pasalic - Deputy Principal: Inclusion,
Diversity and Wellbeing
My mother is a cleaner at Canberra College and at seventy-four years

 of age is still working full time cleaning at that school.  She has always

worked hard, sometimes up to three jobs at a time, and has always been

motivated by knowing she is making a positive contribution to a

community and doing her best to make sure the job was done

exceptionally well.   Last year my beautiful mother was nominated by



sta� at Canberra College for a Children’s Week Award.  The letter she

received talked about her outstanding contribution to make the school

 a safe, healthy and happy environment.  It talked about her respectful, good hearted nature and the

value placed on all that she does there.  It made her feel so good and so proud to hear those words and

to know that she was appreciated and making a positive impact.  She was literally bouncing around for

days afterward.  Instead of considering retirement, she wants to continue working and she wants to work

harder.  It was another level of motivation to keep going.

Our students need to hear that they are doing a great job as well.  That we appreciate the contribution

they make each day and that we think they are amazing.  They need to know we are proud of them.  Our

sta� do this in bucket loads already.  I hear it all the time.  You may have noticed that there are three

tubes on the black top with tokens inside.  Each tube collects tokens for certain behaviours that students

have been acknowledged for – one tube is for safety acknowledgements, one for respectful

acknowledgements and one tube for learner acknowledgements. When students are acknowledged for a

job well done, they receive a token.  These tokens are called Palmy PALS.  Palmy PALS are given to

students after sta� catch them following our PBL behaviour expectations.  When students receive a

token, they place it in the corresponding tube – e.g. if a student receives a token for walking on hard

surfaces, they will place their token in the safe tube.  The important part is not the token itself, but the

words students hear when they receive it.  The positive feedback for a job well done is very powerful –

just ask my mother.  Tokens also equal points. These points are collected when names are entered into

our whole school wellbeing system. Points accrue to receive awards. More tokens mean further

progression along the award track. See below to see what the award system currently looks like.

To compliment these awards classroom teachers will also award two students a PRIDE award each

fortnight, and students will be publicly congratulated at assembly.  Students will also receive certi�cates

for excellent progress or outstanding e�ort in reading, writing and spelling, these handed out in PODs. 

We are currently in the trial phase of this system, so things may change.   We will share with you the �nal

decisions once we gather feedback from sta� and students.  If you have any feedback, please feel free to

come and see me or email me.  Everyone’s voice matters.  We should have a �nal decision made by the

end of the term.  

So far Palmy PALS have been a hit.  I have little people running up to me all the time telling me they

received a token and what it was for.  It truly is wonderful to hear so much positivity in our school.  It’s

contagious.  

On a �nal note, I wanted to welcome everyone back to Palmerston for another wonderful year of

learning, laughter and fun!  It has certainly been an eventful, sad, and often traumatic Summer.  I know

many members of our community may have been impacted by the anger of mother nature, or other

family circumstances that may have arisen over the break.  If you need to talk, or are worried about your

child, please feel free contact me.  I am really looking forward to my �rst full year at Palmerston and

working hard to make a positive impact on our already wonderful school community. 

 Marijana Pasalic



Award Levels Palmy PALS

Token Tubes

Add a title
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Helen Cox - Deputy Principal: Achievement and
Potential

https://enewsletter.skoolbag.com.au/storage/images/enewsletter/1305/7082/GtUB5SvWSzE1fScl8JpFHJf6n5qv2ElZSW83bDbU.png


Download the SkoolBag App

The SkoolBag app is the easiest way keep up with school events, last minute notices, newsletters and all

school communications.

https://moqproducts.com.au/skoolbag/installation-instructions/
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Instantly translate this newsletter to 100+
languages
With our Google Translation integration, you can access your newsletter in ANY language!

OR

Download the skoolbag multi-language App: SKB: Multi-language in the App Store
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Car Park Safety
This year we have launched some revised safety procedures in the front car park. You will see four large

blue �ags, as below, and we are asking for your support to adhere to the message on the �ags.

Safety is of paramount importance in the carpark.

This applies to those families only who pick their children up, as pre-arranged by you, from the car park.

FACT: Our carpark has limited parking spots. The below actions are aimed at increasing safety, we need

your commitment please to help us.

In 2020 this is what we have in place: Our aim is to NOT have children walking on the driving lanes

inside the carpark, but rather, crossing the pedestrian crossing, or waiting outside the back of the Hall.

The busy time in the afternoon is from 2.50- 3.10pm on average.

Children being picked up by parents/carers in cars are asked to meet at the Hall end of the carpark

with an executive teacher. Cars will �ow through the carpark and pull into the designated carparks

along the Hall end, and your children will safely hop into the car, ready for you to drive o�.

Principal or exec sta� will be on duty until 3.15pm each day at the back of the Hall, there is shade.

Rainy days, students can seek cover with supervision under the front entry to the Admin Building.

Parking inspectors will occasionally be on site. Their role, as in many school car parks is to deter

unsafe driving. Frequently, we have drivers making U turns in the carpark, speeding and parking in

non-designated areas. Unfortunately there are too many drivers doing this at the point where there is

a driveway into the deliveries area. This is very dangerous.

Fines may take place for unlawful driving/parking, as in any other part of our road system.

If you have parked your car in one of the legal designated parking spots, please do not cross the tra�c

�ow to get to your car. Please cross the pedestrian crossing and walk safely to your car on the grassed

area or concreted area at the front of the cars.

Please respond positively to our verbal requests to keep the �ow of cars moving. It doesn’t help

anything/anyone to be abusive to the Principal or other sta�, who are on duty, with the aim of keeping

your children safe.

Please drive slowly and actively scan the carpark. 

Please note these proactive measures already happening:

Preschool and Kindergarten children have a pick up plan from pods.

Many families meet their children on the Blacktop and move from there.

Families have other designated meeting spots away from the immediate school site.

Meet the Palmerston Sta�



2020 Palmerston Sta� List
Download

My name is Peta James and I am the preschool
teacher for two classes, the Legless Lizards and the

Stone Geckos. I was on maternity leave for all of 2019
and am very excited to be back at school this year. A
little-known fun fact about me is that I know how to

ride a motorbike.

Hi everyone! I’m Laurie Imho� and I’m lucky to be
teaching preschool again this year with Christabelle

and the rest of the team. Our class is called the Gang
Gangs, after the local cockatoos. The Gang Gang
cockatoo is also the animal emblem for the ACT.

Outside of the classroom I love spending time with my
wonderful family (including our gorgeous cheeky dog

Spud), riding my bike (I ride to school most days),
bushwalking, reading, and travelling. Here’s a fun fact
about my travels - I have swum with a dugong and it

tried to take me out to sea! Please say hi if you see me
around our school/city. 😊

Preschool
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Hello everyone! My name is Libby Hargreaves and I
teach preschool with Ro-Berta. I teach two classes, the
Bilbies and the Eastern Quolls. Our classes are named

after two (very cute) native Australian animals. I love
spending time with my family, eating delicious foods

and listening to live music. You will often see me
smiling! A fun-fact about me is that I’ve previously

been known at Palmerston District Primary School as
Miss Marley. Over the school holidays I got married

and am now Mrs Hargreaves! Feel free to say hi to me
on your travels around our school.

Konnichiwa. My name is Yukari Fitzpatrick and I am a
preschool teacher. I work with Christabelle this year

again. Our class name is the ‘Bettongs’ which are also
known as rat kangaroos. They bounce around in

Mulligans Flat Woodland Sanctuary. I also teach the
Stone Geckos on Fridays and the Gang Gangs for a few

hours fortnightly. I am from Japan and speak �uent
Japanese. I love teaching Japanese songs, dance and
Origami. Please say Konnichiwa to me if you see me

around the school.

Namaste. My name is Christabelle George. I am from
India and speak Hindi. I love working in preschool
with my preschool friends. This year I am working
with the Bettongs accompanied by Mrs. Fitzpatrick
and the Gang Gangs accompanied by Mrs. Imho�. I

have been working as a preschool educator for 7
years. I love singing , dancing and staying positive. I

also love trying di�erent cuisines and going on
adventures.
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Hi I’m Bec Kimber and I’m an educator in the
preschool. I’m part of the Legless Lizards and Stone
Geckos. I’ve been in preschool for 8 years and I love
meeting new families and seeing old friends come

back with younger siblings. I’ve been at Palmerston for
12 years. Fun fact I was born in Papua New Guinea.

Always happy to say Hi.

Hi everyone! My name is Ro-Berta Mende and I am an
educator in preschool with Mrs Hargreaves. I educate

the Bilbies and the Eastern Quolls. I love to cook,
garden and go on adventures with my family. A fun-
fact about me is that I’ve been in a jet-ski race once.

Please say hello when you see me around!

LIBRARY NEWS

The Library is open every day at lunch for students to read, borrow books or play chess. Students,

accompanied by their parents, are welcome to visit the library to borrow before and after school (8.30-

9.00 and 3.00-3.30).

We welcome the assistance of parents or carers to assist us in developing and maintaining our large

collection. If you are able to assist with covering books or with shelving please let us know by email:

Kristina.collins@ed.act.edu.au or pop into the Library and speak to us.

2020 Host Families Needed
In 2020 Palmerston will be hosting a volunteer Japanese Language Teacher’s Assistant

(JTA), Miss Asahi Sekimoto from Kagoshima University in southern Japan. During her

stay she will be assisting in Japanese language classes 3-6, while also hoping to also

improve her English skills. (Please see attached for more information on her.)

 JTAs are home stayed within the school community and pay a contribution towards

food and board of $180 a week to their host families. Assistants need their own

rooms but can share the family bathroom.

We are therefore seeking expressions of interest from families who would be willing

to host our JTA for a period of 6-10 weeks (eight weeks is ideal) in Terms 3 – 4 of

2020.

If you are unable to host for a longer term but are interested in o�ering weekend

stays, emergency back up or the occasional social activity please also return the form

attached.  

Download
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Classroom Connections

In the �rst week of 2020, 5VS students were given
opportunities to engage in a range of team building

activities. In this picture, we can see students
engaged in creating marble run using cardboard.

This week 3-6 classes started Japanese lessons. We’ve
had an introduction to the Japanese classroom and
have learnt about some of the customs associated

with New Year in Japan. 2020 is the Year of the Rat so
students have made an Ema or votive board with a
wish for the year and read the story of the Chinese

zodiac. Next week we will begin learning the Japanese
Hiragana alphabet! Manga drawing club began on

Monday in the Japanese room at lunchtime and
already we are seeing some great talent!

P & C/Board NewsP & C/Board News

P&C Meeting - SAVE THE DATE - Monday 24th
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&C eet g  S     o day t
February 7pm
Upcoming events:

P&C AGM and Meeting Monday 24th February at 7pm (week 4) – we welcome new parents to join us at

this meeting.

 Welcome to Term 1 all families at Palmerston District Primary School, both new and continuing. We

commence the 2020 school year looking forward to being part of all that our wonderful school and

teachers have been busy preparing for our children and school community.

I am the current P&C President and have thoroughly enjoyed being part of both the Palmerston School

Community as well as the P&C for a number of years. I have had the privilege of getting to know many

families at Palmerston through various connections.  The P&C and all of its wonderful volunteers again

co-ordinated many both enjoyable and successful events in 2019 and we look forward to the year ahead.

We welcome and warmly encourage new parents to the P&C. Being a member is a great way to

contribute to and be part of your child’s schooling. Meetings will be held in week 3 and 9 of each term.

(Week 4 this term)

 All positions on the committee will become vacant at our AGM on Monday 24 February.

 2020 P&C Positions

 President and Vice President                                        

Secretary and Assistant secretary                             

Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer                            

Fundraising Coordinator and assistants                                

If you can help in any of these roles or would like more information on them then please see one of the

P&C executive or email palmpandc@hotmail.com. 

 

Lisa Fior

P&C President

mailto:palmpandc@hotmail.com


Palmerston District Primary School 2020
School Board Nominations
We want YOU for the Palmerston District Primary School Board! If you’re keen to

contribute to the governance of Palmerston District Primary School, please nominate

for a position on our School Board. No prior experience is necessary.

The following positions is vacant for a two-year appointment:

One parent and citizen member position

Please �ll in a School Nomination Board Form or collect one from the school’s Front

O�ce. Nominations open on Friday the 14th of February and close 11.00am Friday

28th of February 2020.

You can submit your nomination by:

hand delivery to the Palmerston District Primary School Front O�ce from 8.30am -

3.30pm – attention to the Assistant Returning O�ce

 

If an election is required, the voting period will be from 11.00am Friday 6th of March

to 11.00am Monday 13th March.

 

Once decided the appointment commences 1 April 2020.

Download
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Scholastic Book Club
The P & C will now only be accepting orders via the ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM (LOOP).

NO CASH ORDERS WILL BE ACCEPTED

When you order and pay by LOOP, you do not need to �ll in any  order forms or return anything to

school. Your order will be electronically linked to the rest of your schools order. 

Visit scholastic.com.au/LOOP or download the app.

This will eliminate issues that include: incorrect money received, foreign money received & also no name

or contact details being written on orders. By changing to online orders only, it will make the process

much easier for the volunteers who o�er their time to manage the large numbers of orders we receive

for each catalogue.

Any cash orders received will be returned to the students.

We appreciate your assistance with these changes.

P & C 2nd Hand Uniform Shop
Location:  School Hall Foyer

Opening times:

Tuesday 2:45-3:15pm

Friday 9am-9:15am

Other times by Appointment. Contact Kate Baron 0404 675 508

Donations of 2nd hand uniform items are always welcome. Items can be brought to the shop during

opening times or left at the Front O�ce.

 



School Banking
Palmerston Primary is excited to o�er the Commonwealth Bank School Banking program to all students.

School Banking is a fun, interactive and engaging way for young Australians to learn about money and

develop good savings habits. Children who deposit money into their Youthsaver account through School

Banking earn Dollarmites tokens, which they can save up and redeem for exciting rewards.

 The rewards available during 2020 are:

o   Terry Denton’s Activity Book

o   Mini Soccer Ball (size 2)

o   Treetop Stationary Set

o   Treetop Handball

o   Tomato Seed Kit

o   Magic Mist Drink Bottle

o   Emoji Wallet

o   Snakes & Ladders Game

 School Banking is also a great fundraiser for our school. Our school receives a Regular Savers

Contribution of $5 for every 10 deposits processed per student as well as an Annual Contribution which

is based on the number of students who made at least one School Banking deposit in the prior year.

School Banking day is Wednesday Each week you need to deliver your book to the Front O�ce.

We will be holding a School Banking Information Session at our school:

Time: 8.30am

Date: Monday 24th February and Wednesday 26th February 2020

Location: Assembly Quad, just outside Sta� room

Please join us and �nd out more about the School Banking program and how your child can get

involved.

If you are interested in opening a Commonwealth Bank Youthsaver account for your child you can visit

www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking and click on the link to open a Youthsaver account. A School

Banking representative will be available at the Information Session to explain how you can do this. In

order to verify yourself and your child, you will need your driver’s licence and your child’s birth

certi�cate, but if you don’t have these with you on the day, you can complete veri�cation online at home.

http://www.commbank.com.au/schoolbanking


 

P & C Parent Corner

All P & C activities, meeting agendas and minutes are available from the school website. Please click on the

button above to take you there.

http://www.palmdps.act.edu.au/our_community/parent_corner


Pride Awards
Congratulations to the following students who received a PRIDE Award at assembly.

 PARTICIPATION – becoming involved, “having a go” and cooperating with others

Sienna - K6FS/KBR        Olu - 1BD        Allira - 1MP        Emma - K6FS           Irene - KNE        Lola - KCS       

Axel - KMC       Braxton - 2MO

 RESPECT – having respect for self, others and their property

Juan - IEC        Chloe - 1FS        Matilda - 1BD        Liam - 1MP       

Aedan - KFD        Murray - 2DH        Violet - 1RN        Lilijana - 2SZ             Zoe - 2SH        

INTEGRITY – being honest, fair, responsible and loyal

DETERMINATION - being persistent and resilient

Jasper - KBR        Willow - 1FS        Isaac - KFD        Lazar - KCS        Levi - KGM    George - 2SZ

EMPATHY - understanding and supporting others regardless of our di�erences

Isabel - KBR        Imogen - KMC        Joshua - 2DH        Olivia - KGM        Delaney - 1RN        Skyla - 2MO     

  Rayan - 2SH



Dates to Remember
Monday 17 February 7.00pm                   P & C AGM & Meeting

Monday 17 Feb - Friday 28 Feb                PIPS Testing (Kindergarten)

Thursday 20 February 5.30-7.00pm        2020 Information Night

Friday 21 February 2.00-2.50pm              Senior Assembly (3-6)

Monday 24 February 8.30am                    School Banking Information

                                                                        Session

Monday 24 February                                  School Photos

Monday 24 February 7.00pm                    P & C AGM & Meeting

Tuesday February 25 February                 Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 26 February 8.30am             School Banking Information Session

Thursday 27 February                                School Photos

Tuesday 3 March  5.30-6.30pm                Protective Behaviours  - Parent Information Session

Defence NewsDefence News

Parent/Carer InformationParent/Carer Information



School Photos
School photos will be held on Monday 24 and Thursday 27 February. Order envelopes will come home

with your child early next week.

Palmerston SUPA Club 2020
SUPA Club is a fortnightly lunchtime club that allows children to explore who Jesus is,

in a fun and relaxed way. It is coordinated by Scripture Union and volunteer teachers

belong to local churches. Participation in SUPA Club is voluntary and all children

require a signed permission slip. 

WHO: Children in Kindy to year 6 who have a signed permission slip.

WHEN: Thursday lunch fortnightly (Odd weeks)

WHERE: Music Room

Contact Kate Baron (kate_baron@outlook.com) or Scripture Union (6251 3677) for

more information

Download

Sunsmart Palmerston House Coloured T -
Shirts
Even Playing Field a local sports uniform supplier is currently taking orders for

Palmerston DPS house coloured T-shirts. Please see the below link for more 

information and how to order. Order Forms are available at the Front O�ce. 

Please note this is not a compulsory uniform requirement. It is an option for those

who would like their child to wear their house colours on sports days/carnivals.

Download

mailto:kate_baron@outlook.com
https://enewsletter.skoolbag.com.au/download?file=/file_module/7082/file_download_7082_2289834691.docx
https://enewsletter.skoolbag.com.au/download?file=/file_module/7082/file_download_7082_5590411090.pdf
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Marymead Autism Centre
Marymead Autism Centre is pleased to present this month’s newsletter to share updates on current

events and activities for families of and individuals on the Autism Spectrum.

Please follow the following link for more information.

https://www.marymeadautismcentre.org.au/activities/events-calendar

https://www.marymeadautismcentre.org.au/activities/events-calendar


PoP! Goes the Muso
Hi Palmerston,

 Mr Elks is running an event this weekend called Pop! Goes the Muso.

 Pop! Goes the Muso is a free family-friendly series of summer concerts by Yerrabi Pond presented by

Gungahlin Arts. The series is run to create an opportunity for Gungahlin locals to connect with each other

and enjoy some live local tunes and art projects. Discover local musicians and artists, join in crafting

activities and share stories in a relaxed community atmosphere.

 Food and drinks will be available for purchase, or bring along a picnic to enjoy as you boogie along to

the music with your family.  The stage will be close to the big playground for those little ones who need

an active adventure between musical encounters.

 Participate in the pop-up printing station run by local artist Jo Hollier and play with colour, texture and

pattern using her simple and exciting printmaking technique that will allow you to explore and satisfy

your creative urges. Create one print to take home with you, and another to contribute to a community

quilt!

 The Pop! Goes the Muso stage will be powered by Communi-� Sound Solar Sound Bike.

 Hope to see you there!
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