
Year 5/6 Term 3 Overview
Uluru and Kata Tjuta PoD’s
A very warm welcome to Term 3 2011. We are looking forward to another fantastic and busy term with the year five and six students. The Palmerston Pride values of Participation, Respect, Integrity, Determination and Empathy will continue to be supported in all that the students do.  The senior leaders are working to uphold a positive culture within the classroom and across the school. 

Literacy
Reading will be explored through modelled strategy demonstrations, with reinforcement during shared and independent reading. Cooperative reading groups will continue to target students’ individual areas of need and consolidate and broaden their reading strategies. In cooperative reading sessions, students are involved in listening to and discussing texts read individually or aloud by the teacher. Students set their own reading and social goals, operating in different reading roles when reading and discussing their texts and reflecting on their knowledge and strategies.
The main purpose of our writing this term is to describe. Through a range of activities such as guided and modelled writing, students will draft, revise, proofread and publish an information report. Students will be explicitly taught the structure of reports and appropriate language features. 
This term is exciting as the 5/6 students will be increasing their spelling skills, strategies and vocabulary knowledge through the BEE spelling program. We have assessed students using a spelling inventory to ascertain students’ individual areas of need. Students will participate in small group sessions that focus on strengthening their understanding of spelling strategies through the use of word sorts and word investigations.  

Mathematics 

This term students will consolidate and extend their understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. We have implemented guided mathematics sessions into our program to further tailor our teaching of these essential number concepts. Other concepts students will study are patterns and algebra, 3D space, angles, and data and graphing. Mental computation will focus on multiplication strategies and skills. The development of problem solving skills will also be incorporated throughout the term, linking to the current topic.
Integrated Unit

As part of their integrated learning this term students will be participating in the ESD Suburban Challenge where they will learn about sustainable town planning and form small groups to create their own sustainable town or city. Parent helpers are encouraged to assist while students complete their sustainable town planning projects. If you are available to help on Tuesdays between 9:00-11:00am, please contact your child/children’s teacher on the details below.
Also as part of their integrated studies, students will be researching and presenting a project on construction industry trades and how they link to sustainable housing. If you know any building industry representatives that could visit the school as guest speakers, again please contact your child/children’s teacher. A note went home in Week 10 Term 2 with further information about our integrated learning program for the term. 
Physical Education and Health

This term students will participate in the Active Kids Challenge which focuses on healthy eating, play and lifestyle choices. Physical education sessions will consist of explicit teaching of fundamental movement skills through specific sports, as well as physical fitness, cooperative team skills and participation through games. 

Homework

Homework will continue to consolidate the concepts taught in class. Students will receive individualised spelling lists and mathematics revision to practise throughout the week. The writing will allow students time to research, plan, draft, and revise an information report on a chosen topic. Homework books will be handed out on Monday’s and will be due back each Friday for marking over the weekend. Each week students will be expected to complete mathematics, spelling, writing and reading activities. Please be in touch by writing a short note in your child’s homework book if your child/children do not have time to complete each week’s tasks. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time to discuss your child/children’s progress, either via the front office or the relevant email address to arrange an appropriate interview time. 

Rachel.Ashcroft@ed.act.edu.au
Jennifer.Holland@ed.act.edu.au
Helen.Thorley@ed.act.edu.au
Regards,

Rachel Ashcroft, Jennifer Holland and Helen Thorley 

