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Year 3/4 Term 3 Overview

Integrated Inquiry

All About Canberra is our inquiry focus for Term 3. During the term students will study the history, the people and places that have made Canberra what it is today. Students will study such aspects as the development of Canberra, key landmarks and looking at early Indigenous influences. By the end of the inquiry unit students will have an understanding of how Canberra was a planned city and why this location was chosen to be the home of the Capital of Australia. Students will also have a greater understanding of the history of Palmerston through research of the suburb, exploring the lyrics of the school song and identify significant historical landmarks that have occurred. 

We are planning an excursion to the National Capital Exhibition which will provide the students an opportunity for students to view landmarks within the city area and to look more closely at the structure and placement of buildings. A note will be sent home outlining the details of the day including cost.

Literacy

Following the success of last term’s reading program we have modified the reading menu to incorporate our Integrated Inquiry unit of work to focus on different reading strategies such as predicting and summarising. Our writing focus for this term is recount (personal and factual) and persuasive text (exposition). Students will explore a range of ways to recount an event, story or time in history. This term the whole school focus will be on persuasive text. Students will be taught the necessary skills to write, comprehend and to be able to identify the structure of a persuasive piece of writing.

This term we will be introducing the BEE (Brain, Eyes, Ears) Spelling program. Students have already been assessed on their understanding of word structure and features of words which has enabled us to identify individual strengths and areas for development in spelling and create a specific learning program for each child.

Homework and classroom tasks will include oral presentations to be delivered in front of their class and PoD peers.

Numeracy
Focus of number this term will be multiplication and division with a continuing development of skills and strategies for addition and subtraction. We will be continuing to teach the students mental computation strategies to support their development of basic number concepts.

As part of the space strand we will be learning about 2D shapes and mapping which links in with our Integrated Inquiry unit.

Time and Mass are the key concept areas for measurement this term. Many of our maths activities require household items. Could you please send in any excess items you may have at home and no longer need:

· Plastic containers and cups including buckets

· Medicine cups

· String/wool
· Boxes of any shape and size

· Circular lids of any shape and size

· Egg cartons

· Used postage stamps and envelopes

· Funnels

· Paper bags, TV guides, calendars and timetables

· Elastic bands

· Jars

· Items for measuring mass e.g. bolts, marbles etc

P.E

Our focus this term are fundamental movement skills based on those needed for participation in Athletics’ carnivals: sprint run, leaping, slide gallop, jumping, hopping, skipping and throwing.

Students will complete skill based activities 2 to 3 times a week and record their own progress in P.E journals and on the class Chief Minister’s Challenge chart.

Administration

Library days

3/4 JB – Tuesday

3/4 KE – Tuesday

3/4 GA – Wednesday

3/4 CW – Wednesday

Homework

Homework will be sent out each Tuesday and due the following Monday. This will begin in week 2 and the last week of homework will be in week 9.

Camp

At this stage we are short on numbers for the camps to go ahead. Could you please return your notes and deposit ASAP.

Year 3 – Birragai camp – 23rd and 24th September

Year 4 – Mowbray Park – 22nd – 24th September

Excursion

Our excursion to the National Capital Exhibition at a cost of approx $5 per child will be in week 5. A note outlining the details will be sent out in the near future.

Teaching and Executive Staff

Principal – Melissa Travers

Deputy Principal – Catriona Meere

School Leader C (1/2, 3/4 team) Tracey Allen

School Leader C (Literacy/Numeracy) Stuart Rendell

School Leader C (Pre-school, K) Kate Flynn (Tues, Wed)

School Leader C (Year 5/6) Darrell Wallace

Housekeeping

· Lines begin at 9am each morning (weather permitting)

· Banking as per last term

· If your child is away for any reason please ensure that you send in a note of explanation the next school day. 

· If you have changed any of your personal details,  (phone, address, medical conditions of your child), please ensure you let the front office know ASAP



