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Board Chair: Lisa Fior Board Members: Parent Reps: Jesse Dang and George Villaflor

P&C President: Lisa Fior

Principal: Melissa Travers Deputy Principal: Kate Flynn

Executive Teachers: Haeley Simms, Kylie Moller, Jacqui Warden, Matt Gowan, Catherine Griffin (acting)
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ASSEMBLY:
13 Apr	Senior– Year 3


DATES TO REMEMBER:

13 Apr	P/S (end) Healthy breakfast

13 Apr	P&C Sausage Sizzle

Lunch Order

14– 29 Apr	School Holidays

30 Apr	Term 2 Starts

NOTES HOME:

· Suara Indonesian Dance (Yr3– 6)

· Mother’s day notes (youngest)

· Holiday Happenings (youngest)













P&C BOARD NEWS P&C: 8 May 2018

All P&C activities, meeting agendas and minutes are available from the School website at – Parent Corner

School Board:





DEPUTY PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Farewell Mrs Davies

Tomorrow we farewell our longest running staff member Mrs Jenny Davies. Jenny has been at Palmerston for 23 years and tomorrow marks the end of her working career and the beginning of her retirement. Jenny has made a significant impact on the culture at Palmerston, working in a range of places from the library, the preschool and now in the front office. Her smiling face and positive attitude will be missed. Yesterday, the staff joined with her in celebrating the commencement of a new adventure which involves a holiday up north to escape the Canberra winter.

Attendance

I would like to remind all families about our processes relating to student attendance. These processes align with the Directorate’s Education Participation (Enrolment and Attendance) policy. Each day, staff record the attendance of the students within their class on the new student administration system (SAS). The school is required to maintain accurate and up to date attendance records and as such, the school may contact families to follow up on unexplained absences. In line with the Directorate policy, when unexplained absences reach a maximum of seven days in a school year official procedures to ensure students meet the school attendance requirements are required to commence. This may include notifications via attendance letters. Our new system, SAS, has highlighted that a percentage of children have taken some unexplained leave this year and we ask if families with children in this situation could contact the front office.
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Cross Country

What a glorious day we had for our Cross Country carnival yesterday. The participation levels and positive attitude of the students was really impressive. The way the houses cheered for the competitors as they ran past is worthy of mention as it was a true demonstration of support for one another. Thank you to Mr Susko and the committee for their organisation of the day. I would also like to thank all parent volunteers, the P&C for the ice blocks and all families in attendance for supporting us as we moved from the oval to the basketball court so we could access more shade.


Positive Behaviour for Learning

This term staff has been in the initial stages of rolling out our Positive Behaviour for Learning program. This is something that is in place in many schools across the ACT and is based on research from America and American schools. For us at Palmerston this program is all about acknowledging, teaching and celebrating the positives choices and actions that we see each day. In term 2 we will be holding a parent workshop to gather greater levels of input around the shaping of this program at Palmerston.


See Saw

Thank you to all the parents who attended our information session last night. We are really excited to launch See Saw with our community in term 2. Thank you to Haeley Simms and David Witte for their organisation and presentation.


Car park update

We have heard today that work on the new car park behind the preschool building will commence over the school holidays. This will involve the instalment of bollards and the installation of an appropriate car park entry. We are excited about this and look forward to the anticipated addition of 13/14 car spaces.



Wishing you all a safe and enjoyable break,



Kate Flynn
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UPCOMING EVENTS

K - Yr 6 P&C Sausage Sizzle Lunch Order

Date: Friday 13 April 2018

Location: Palmerston District Primary School

Preschool Healthy Breakfast

Date: Friday 13 April 2018

Location: Palmerston Preschool

ANZAC Day Service

Date: Friday May 4 2018

Location: Palmerston District Primary School









ACADEMIC AWARD WINNERS

Congratulations to our Academic Award winners.

	Manning– 1AS
	Daenerys– 1MC
	Jasper– 1AE

	Miley– 1HD
	Sopiato– 2LM
	Emerson– LSU

	Hannah– 5IH
	Poppy– 5DT
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




SEESAW

Seesaw is a digital portfolio that allows our students to develop critical 21st century skills. It builds a strong home/school partnership by providing parents with real time notifications of their child’s learning. During Term 1 The teachers and students have been busy learning how to use Seesaw and uploading work samples for their parents/carers to view. Yesterday we held a parent Seesaw

information session which outlined what Seesaw is and how parents can use Seesaw.

In order to ensure a successful transition to Seesaw we have decided to provide parent/carer access to Seesaw during week 4 and 5 of term 2. We look forward to sharing the fantastic work with you.

Please contact me via the front office if you have any questions or queries regarding Seesaw. Haeley Simms
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PRESCHOOL 2019 INFORMATION SESSION


An information session will be held for parents of preschool children entering preschool in 2019. The session will be held in the Library at Palmerston District Primary School on Wednesday 30 May 2018. After the session you will be welcome to walk through the preschool classrooms to see the learning spaces.

Children must turn four years old by 30 April 2019 to be eligible for enrolment into preschool for the 2019 school year.

To put forward your interest for the session please call 6142 1440.


Come and tour the preschool facilities of the school and speak with current staff. Tours will be conducted during May on Tuesdays and Fridays at 9.30 to 10.00am. Book a tour of the preschool by calling the school on 6142 1440.








ICAS

ICAS entry forms will be sent home to all students in Year 2-6.


ICAS assessments have taken place annually in schools for over thirty years and in 20 countries. Educational Assessment Australia (EAA), who design and deliver the assessments, is the not-for-profit arm of the University of New South Wales. Palmerston is once again going to take part in ICAS. This is voluntary for families.

ICAS is an annual skills development assessment program and available in the areas of English, Mathematics, Science, Spelling and Writing. Palmerston School is now able to offer Digital Technologies. The tests take 30–60 minutes and are supervised at school. Certificates are awarded to all students who participate. If you register to participate and are sick on the sitting date you will participate in a catch up at a suitable time in the following weeks.

Results are available to parents and students online. These online reports and analyses remain available indefinitely. ICAS reports indicate which questions were answered correctly and compare student performance to that of the other students tested.

To enrol your child in ICAS, please complete the registration form and return it, with your entry fees, to school by Friday 13 April (Week 10).
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DSTA NEWS
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P&C NEWS

The Parking Action Group sent the attached flyer with the following message to its members early this week

Dear Parking Action Group members,

The attached flyer is targeted at motorists who continue to park on Kosciuszko Avenue outside (or near) the school, and who may be liable to parking infringement notice/s.
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Year 7 School Open Days 2019
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Lyneham High School

Tuesday 8 May 2018

Year 7 information session 6:30 -8:30pm in Hall

Band Information Session 5:30 – 6:30pm in IPAC building

Wednesday 9 May (tentative dates and times)

SEAL (Lyneham Enriched Academic Program) information session at 6:00pm in Library

LEAP (Sporting Excellence At Lyneham) information session at 7:00pm in Hall

For further details or information please contact Lyneham High School on 6142 1176 or email:LynehamHS@ed.act.edu.au
[image: ]


Kaleen High School



Tuesday 15 May 2018

6:00 – 8:00pm in the Library

On the evening of the 15th of May from 6-8pm we will be opening our school to the community for our annual Open Night. This is a fantastic evening for families to attend as they research which high school well best suit the needs of their child. The evening highlights the many wonderful opportunities on offer at UCHSK as well demonstrating exactly how we fulfil our mission of doing whatever it takes to ensure high levels of learning in every student.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
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Defence News

PALMERSTON DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL

ANZAC DAY SERVICE
Date: Friday, May 4™ 2018.
Time: The Service will commence at 9.00am

Where: School Hall

A Morning Tea will follow for special guests and our Defence families, in the
Staff Room.

Please RSVP by Wednesday, May 2™ to kristy.retzlaff@ed.act.edu.au for
catering purposes.
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NAPLAN will be online @A
from 15-25 May 2018.

MAPLAN Online:
= Ismore engaging and adjusts questions to meet your chlld’s achievement level

= delivers more precise literacy and numeracy achisvement resulls o schools
and parents more quickly.

= supports school improvement by enabling teachers to menitor student
progress over time and o identify areas of strength and developmant,

Our school encourages all eligible students to participate in NAPLAN.
Wisit www.nap.edu.au to see how the test works and for more information.

How does it work?

Families donate a gift to the value of approximately $2 to your

child’s classroom teacher. Donations will be received until
Wednesday 9th May 2018.

Who can purchase a gift from the Mother’s Day stall?

All children who bring in a donation will be marked on a class list
and can purchase a gift from the stall on Friday 11th May 2018.

Each gift will cost $2 or $4 for two gifts etc.

Please note: If two gifts are required, two gifts will need to be
donated.

If you have any further questions, please contact Catherine Griffin
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MOTORIST
Dear Fellow Motorist

You are parked in a no parking zone outside/near to Palmerston
Primary School.

In recent weeks ACT Parking Operations have issued hundreds of
infringement notices in this immediate area to vehicles parked such
as yours. Ifyou do not wish to incur significant fines, it is strongly
recommended that you avoid parking in this place/area again.

‘The government’s actions are based on quite valid safety concerns
protecting our school children from vehicles on Kosciuszko Avenue.

‘The Parking Action Group - Palmerston Primary, has recently
made vigorous and pointed representation to the ACT government's
Minister Fitzharris (Chief Minister’s delegate on this matter, plus
your local Labor MLA), linking the “parking” by parents’in
Kosciuszko Avenue to both a chronic and acute shortage of short-
term parking for parents’ to safely drop-off and collect their children
from Palmerston School.

‘The Minister advised the Parking Action Group on 6 April 2018 “The
Education Directorate is in the process of constructing a new
overflow carpark ... Construction will begin in May, and is expected
to be complete in July”.

‘The Parking Action Group will continue to liaise with the Minister
on this matter in pursuing a satisfactory and speedy resolution to
parking issues at the school.

You are invited to join the Parking Action Group and receive
regular updates on progress. Simply email the Convenor.

Warm regards
Stuart Fitch
Convenor

Parking Action Group - Palmerston Primary
stuart fitch@internode.on.net
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Meegan Fitzharris mLa

Member for Yerrabi

Minister for Health
Minister for Transport and City Services
Minister for Higher Education, Training and Research

Dear Mr Fitch

Thank you for getting in touch with the Chief Minister about the issues parents are experiencing at
Palmerston Primary School with regards to parking.

| understand your frustrations at a lack of suitable parking, and the way a number of parents have
received multiple parking infringements around the school.

Thank you for your representations on behalf of other parents at the school as the Convenor of the
Palmerston Primary School Parking Action Group. | hope you will be able to notify others of this
letter and the action we are taking.

Please let others know to contact my office if there are any further issues. | will also write back to
other families who have contacted me, as well as write to the school principal.

Parking

0n the issue of additional short-term parking options at the school, the Education Directorate is in
the process of constructing a new overflow carpark. Planning and design has been occurring since
last year, which can take some time because of the compliance requirements for parking facilities.
Construction will begin in May, and is expected to be complete in July.

My colleague Ms Yvette Berry, the Minister for Education and Early Childhood Development, has
also asked the Education Directorate to work with the Palmerston Primary School community on
strategies to better manage drop-off and pick-up at the school. Other public schools have had some
success in this area, such as Macquarie Primary School, who won a national award for their efforts.

Infringements

As you know, the safety of students, families and other pedestrians and cyclists around school zones
is very important, and as a result of concerns from parents and members of the public around the
school, parking operations will continue enforce parking to ensure their safety.

However, we've conducted a parking infringement review, and it's clear some parents received a
number of fines because they continued to park illegally in the morning and afterncon because they
had not yet received the first infringement in the mail due to the way the licence plate recognition
system works.
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Access Canberra has decided to only enforce one infringement for people who received multiple
fines, and withdraw the remaining infringement notices to those people. This process has just been
finalised.

We are sorry the messages about enforcement around Palmerston Primary School did not reach
parents. Issuing infringements is not meant to be pecuniary in nature (they are supposedtoactasa
deterrent), and multiple infringements is a significant penalty. | am highly sensitive to the fact it
would be very difficult for some families to actually pay these fines, when the ultimate goal is to
encourage safe and compliant parking.

As a result of the review:

» Parking Review has now refunded and withdrawn 14 infringement notices to six individuals.
# Parking Review has withdrawn 186 infringement notices (unpaid) to 88 individuals.

This process should now be finalised, with anyone who received multiple fines to now only have to
pay for one.

Please note that future infringement notices issued for the same offence, in the same location, will
not be withdrawn for the same reason. We will continue to work with the school and the Education
Directorate to ensure parents and carers are aware of enforcement activities around the school.
We cannot suspend all parking infringement operations as we need to be able to ensure a safe
environment around the school, particularly for pedestrians.

Public transport and active travel

As well as looking at other options for parking, we also want to encourage more students to walk,
ride or catch public transport to and from school. While | of course understand this is not always an
option, we would like to look at how we can address this so it takes added pressure off parking at
the school. There are a range of ways we can achieve this and the team at Transport Canberra and
City Services will continue to liaise directly with the school community about these issues.

| have also asked Transport Canberra and City Services to provide options for a bus from Crace to
Palmerston Primary School each morning and afternoon to give families in Crace a public transport
option as soon as possible.

We will also continue to work with the school to promote active travel opportunities. Please let me
know if you have any ideas that could help with encouraging more active travel among kids and
parents.

Thank you again for getting in touch. If there is anything else | can assist with, please let me know.

Kind Regards

Meegan Fitzharris MLA
Member for Yerrabi
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Gold Creek School
Kelleway Ave
Nicholls

Tuesday, 1 May and Thursday, 17 May 2018

5

M Posgihity to

Come and tour the facilities and speak with staff and current students
about the many opportunities available at

Gold Creek School
Year7
To be held at the Senior Campus

(entrance junction with Please RSVP to
McClelland Ave) 3

—— . |nfo@goldcreek.act..edu..au

Tel: 6142 1300 with your preferred date, session time and year
9.15-10.45am and group of interest.

12.00-1.30pm
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UC High School Kaleen

An ACT Public School
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ACT

Government
Health

PALMERSTON
——

Government

Education

Y’s Bites Canteen Service

Kindergarten-Year 6

Every Thursday

What can | order?
Chicken Enchilada $6.00 Beef Lasagne
Build your own Wrap $5.00 Build your own Salad
Beef Bolognaise w/Penne Pasta $5.80 Vegetarian Spinach & Ricotta Roll
Beef Bolognaise w/ Gluten free Penne Pasta $6.00 Beef & Pork Sausage Roll
Vegetable Bolognaise w/ Penne Pasta $5.80

*Meat is Halal (except the pork sausage roll)

How do I order?

Register online at www.flexischools.com.au

Follow the easy steps on the flyer provided

Orders need to be completed by 5pm each Wednesday

Orders can be made in advance

Other Information:
Orders will not be taken at the school office or by the classroom teachers
This is the second year PDPS has offered this service
There will be a survey later this year for community input

For more information please email catherine.griffin@ed.act.edu.au
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. New cashless system
' is herel
-y

&G constamiy on the lookout for new ways
to make your interactions with the school
more convenient. That's why we've engaged

exisch , Australia’s leading school
Mnt system, to provide a new cashless
way to pay for school services. "
EXCURSIONS

SCHOOL FEES

CANTEEN

UNIFORM

ew n
15¢ + 1% +

Credit Card 1%§yp;|;% Bagl%Taansfer
(Immediate) (Immediate) (2-3 days)

Australla’s leading online ordering & cashless system for schools gf exischoolsm.,,
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positive partnerships

Working togeth o

Free Two Day Workshop for Canberra
Parents and Carers 22 & 23 May 2018

Positive Partnerships is coming to a location near you!

Join us for 2 days of leaming with other parents and carers of school aged children on the autism
spectrum, designed to help you foster productive school, family and community relationships to
provide the best kind of support for your child. Our workshops are for parents, carers and
grandparents wanting to understand more about autism and learn practical strategies using
evidence based resources to help maximise their young person's learning.

What will you gain by attending this workshop?

 Anincreased understanding of the impact of autism
Further knowledge about how to develop effective partnerships with your school

Information to help you access further support both inside and outside of school

An opportunity to be part of 2 Support network where you can share strategies and experiences with
other parents/carers

* Anunderstanding of a planning 100l that can be used to share key information related to your child

Workshop details

Venue: Pavilion on Northbourne
242 Northbourne Avenue:
Dickson ACT 2602

When: Tuesday 22 & Wednesday 23 May 2018
9.302m ~2.30 pm (Registration from 8.45 am)

Morning tea and lunch i provided. Please acvise any dietary requirements upon

registration.
Register Online: positivepartnerships.com.au Registrations open Tuesday 27 March 2018 and close

one business day prior o the workshop. Register ealy as places are lmited!

Questions? i you e ot abet registe onlin lease call e Poste Parnersis
Inflne 1500 881571 or el parentcarer@autsmspecumorga

R X

i e ity

e e e RS e ] autism

Sucaton wa g spectrum
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Brick Expo supporting students with
special needs.

SAT 5" MAY 2018 9am - 4pm &
SUN 6" MAY 2018 9am - 2pm

127 Denison St Deakin
Entry: $3.00/child, $5.00/adult or $15.00/family

For details go to http://www.thewodens.act.edu.au

This is a Canberra Brick Expo event organised in association
with the Canberra Lego User Group and the Woden School
Parents & Citizens Assoc.

This event is not affiliated with the LEGO Group. LEGO and the LEGO logo are trademarks
of The LEGO Group. © 2014 The LEGO Group.

SPONSORED BY:

Y=
2 &
7 \C
A
THE WODEN SCHOOL

Questacon Smart Skills Initiative

z in
Signuptoa Questacon Maker Project workshop during
|

at The lan Potter Foundation Technology

these school holidays at
' Learning Centre in Deakin. ,
l-l()|-‘ Choose froma variety of workshops fwrr\:'are yo!
: < can invent, design, create and have Tun: ol
2 i offered on the 17, 18 and 19 April.
n e Workshops will be
- Suitable for 10 to 15 year olds only.

jol ¥ C! ct 1800 88
more information visit our website 0 ontact 1 9 995
For

www.questacon.edu.au

PRINCIPAL PARTNER

o
The lan Potter

Australian Government

RS Foundation
Department of Industry, e ——
£ YoulTB 3

Innovation and Science

The Natienal Science and Technslogy Centre
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