[image: image1.jpg]PALMERSTON

Sm—

DISTRICT PRIMARY SCHOOL



[image: image2.wmf]Kosciuszko Ave,

Palmerston ACT 2913

Ph (02) 6142 1440 Fax (02) 6142 1463

http://www.palmdps.act.edu.au/

Principal: Melissa Travers

ABN: 26 621 274 898



School Procedures: Gifted and Talented Students

Procedures Statement

Palmerston District Primary School Gifted and Talented Procedures incorporates the following Department of Education and Training documentation:

DET Policy:

        ACT Education Directorate Gifted and Talented Students Policy (2016)

                           Procedures for Early Entry
                           Enrolment in ACT Public Schools (Preschool to Year 12) 
                           Gifted and Talented Parent Fact Sheets

As outlined in the departmental policy:

· ‘Giftedness refers refers to a student’s outstanding natural abilities or aptitudes, located in one or more domains: intellectual, creative, social, perceptual or physical, and recognises the diverse abilities of students.
· ‘Talent refers to a student’s outstanding performance in one or more fields of human activity: academic, technical, science and technology, arts, social service, administration or sales, business operations, games or sports and athletics
Palmerston District Primary School (PDPS) wishes to meet the needs of all learners including exceptional learners at both ends of the learning spectrum.  At Palmerston our commitment is to meet the needs of gifted and talented students so as to maximise their potential and achievement.  This involves identifying and fostering their innate abilities (gifts) and creating the conditions for talent (achievements) to thrive.
Program Implementation
Palmerston provides the following programs for gifted students: 

CAP Program –Challenging Academic Performance
The CAP program is a flexible program designed annually to best meet the need of identified gifted students.

Class configurations are based on the best way to meet student needs. From 2012 we have created cluster groupings and integration programs for very young gifted students. 
The program has a combination of integrated gifted students and self-contained classes for students identified as intellectually gifted.  Palmerston’s programs for gifted students are academically rigorous, intellectually stimulating and sufficiently flexible to meet their educational, social and emotional needs. The curriculum operating in the CAP classes is qualitatively different from the regular curriculum, resulting from the appropriate modification of:

· Content,

· Process,

· Product, and

· Learning environment

These modifications may be provided in three different ways – in breadth and/or depth, in tempo or pace, and in nature or in kind. It is important that these modifications provide a curriculum that is uniquely appropriate for gifted students rather than being appropriate for all learners (Passow, 1988). Additionally the content provided in any curriculum model chosen must be both rigorous and beyond the scope of the regular classroom coverage. All children benefit from enrichment and all children should benefit from a classroom climate that is accepting and nurturing, and that offers opportunities for creativity and challenge. However the needs of gifted students extend beyond these parameters, requiring work that is unusually complex and challenging.
Passow’s test of appropriate curriculum:
The following three criteria by Passow (1988) best describes how to evaluate the suitability of any curriculum or program for gifted learners:

· Would all students want to be involved in such learning experiences?

· Could all students participate in such learning experiences?

· Should all children be expected to succeed in such learning experiences?

If the answer to these questions is ‘yes’, then the curriculum is not differentiated for the gifted. It is important not to confuse what is good whole-school enrichment, with that which is only appropriate for gifted students. 
Vertical extension- students may work with an older or more advanced class in particular areas.  

Performing Arts Talent Programs which provide opportunities for students who are proficient in one or more aspects of the performing arts and are recognised for this proficiency:
· Students talented in music are catered for through the school’s instrumental program (Musicorps) and choir
· Students talented in the performing arts are provided with talent development opportunities through clubs, ACT Public schools performance, bands and in school music 

Sports Talent Programs which provide opportunities for students who are proficient in individual and/or team sports and are recognised for this proficiency:

· student talented in sport are provided with talent development opportunities such as PSSA representation, interschool sporting opportunities and sporting skill clinics
Social skills and teamwork
Development of social skills and teamwork remains a central focus of any program for Palmerston.  It is also a central focus of the CAP program. In addition there are opportunities for integration with mainstream peers.  All Palmerston teachers, mainstream, CAP and Learning Support Centre (LSC), Learning Support Unit (LSU) assess and moderate together. 
Students who are not in the Challenging Academic Performance (CAP) program will continue to have a differentiated curriculum, access to appropriate extension and enrichment opportunities and competitions.  This is a whole of school philosophy. 

Gifted and Talented Committee
The Palmerston Gifted and Talented committee oversees student identification and the CAP program placement.  

Membership of Palmerston’s GAT committee is as follow:

· Principal or delegate

· Gifted and Talented coordinator 

· Teachers trained in gifted and talented education

· Other representation as appropriate (e.g. specialist teachers, school psychologist)

The school uses a variety of strategies and considers a range of evidence to ensure all gifted and talented student are identified.  At Palmerston identifying gifted and talented students is a systematic, inclusive, culturally fair, defensible and transparent process.  
Identification Tools

· As per the GAT Policy 2016, the school uses a variety of strategies and considers a range of evidence to ensure all gifted and talented student are identified.  At Palmerston identifying gifted and talented students is a systematic, inclusive, culturally fair, defensible and transparent process.  

· Subjective Measures  (teacher, parent nomination, teacher observation)

· Objective Measures (Aptitude and achievement data such as COGAT and RAVENS, where appropriate)

Typically, all of the evidence is taken into consideration to be selected for the CAP program.
At Palmerston, we recognise that sometimes gifts and talents may not be readily apparent. Gifted and talented students may be:

· from non-English speaking backgrounds

· Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander

· socio-economically disadvantaged

· twice-exceptional (e.g. have physical and/or sensory disabilities; learning, social, emotional or behavioural learning difficulties)

· underachievers

Subsequently, dynamic testing may be employed through a “test – intervention – retest” methodology to optimise a student’s cognitive performance, rather than simply measure it as it currently manifests itself.

Professional development of staff
Professional development and induction of staff is essential for catering to the needs of gifted and talented students.  The school strives to appoint teachers who have indicated a particular knowledge and interest in Gifted and Talented education.  All teachers in the CAP program are encouraged to undertake their Certificate in Gifted and Education (COGE) through GERRIC, University of NSW.  Teachers endeavour to undertake COGE 2 day training within the cluster. 
Early entry to preschool or school

Refer to the ACT Department’s Gifted and Talented Policy (2016).

Accelerated progression

Where a student is working significantly above their age cohort in a single subject or in areas, is confident, resilient and shows emotional maturity; acceleration, as a more radical form of curriculum modification, may be considered.  Refer to the ACT Department’s Gifted and Talented Policy (2016). 

Late entries to the Program/ Out of Area

Students are assessed in late term 2 of each year.  If a student has a psychologists assessment that identifies them in the gifted range and has participated in similar programs (to CAP) successfully at another school, then they may be considered for the CAP classes.
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