Palmerston District Primary School
Newsletter Issue 10

Principal

Here at Palmerston District Primary School we are truly lucky to be part of something special. Lucky
to have amazing, passionate, dedicated staff. Staff who make the days of our students brighter,
calmer and fun. Lucky to have students who come to school and show kindness and a motivation to
be the best version of themselves. Lucky to have parents/carers who support our school, provide
feedback to make our school a better place, and who show understanding when things are a little
tricky. In fact, I was almost brought to tears last week when reflecting on the way our school has
come together and supported each other this term. I felt an over whelming sense of gratitude to
everyone who has shown kindness, patience and flexibility.
On another note, a friendly reminder about following the road rules in the car park, particularly
during wet weather. While staff members will always try to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our
students in every setting across the school, we do rely on parents/carers in the community to assist,
before and after school, in the car park area. We have also had a couple of cars damaged due to
minor incidents. Please follow the direction of traffic when entering and exiting our school car
park. Please keep the flow of traffic going and do not leave your car unless it is parked in a
designated car park space. If you have been asked by a staff member to move forward, please do
so. Everyone’s assistance and cooperation is so greatly appreciated.
I am also so pleased that students and staff are back in their pods following remediation works that
were completed around the school. I appreciate everyone’s flexibility and the manner in which the
whole school has come together to support one another. It has been truly remarkable and I am so
grateful for the team, for the students and for the community we have here. All areas are now
certified and have been cleared as safe zones. I appreciate the quick action from our Directorate to
ensure these spaces were treated promptly. While some minor works still need to be completed,
such as carpet replacement, I am confident that this will not impact teaching and learning.

We are currently attempting to streamline our communication processes. This is to ensure that
there is a consistent approach to our systems and to ensure messages are received and responded
to in a timely manner. If you need to contact the classroom teacher please do so via email or
phone. In the event you do not receive a timely response please contact the executive teacher
supervising your child’s year group. You can also contact the Palmerston DPS inbox at
info_plmp@ed.act.edu.au 1. The executive responsible for each year group is as follows;
•

Preschool/Kindergarten – Mrs Nicole Taylor nicole.taylor@ed.act.edu.au 2

•

Year One – Mrs Anita Donaldson anita.donaldson@ed.act.edu.au3

•

Year Two – Mr Adam Chad adam.chad@ed.act.edu.au 4

•

Year Three – Ms Felicity McNeice felicity.mcneice@ed.act.edu.au 5

•

Year Four – Miss Marijana Pasalic marijana.pasalic@ed.act.edu.au 6

•

Year Five – Ms Emma Campbell emma.campbell@ed.act.edu.au 7

•

Year Six – Mrs Trish Foster trish.foster@ed.act.edu.au 8

•

Specialist Teachers – Ms Kristina Collins kristina.collins@ed.act.edu.au 9

•

Small Group Settings (LSU) – Ms Emma Campbell emma.campbell@ed.act.edu.au 10

Our next planning day is on Wednesday 22 June 2022, in week 9. Staff will spend their time
finalising assessment and reporting requirements and planning and preparing for term three. Please
note that you are able to send your child to school should you be unable to make suitable
arrangements, supervision on the day will be minimal. In Week 1, Term 3, semester one reports will
be sent home. Interviews will occur in week two, term three. If there are adjustments to this time
line you will be notified via email/Seesaw. Finally, cold and flu season is well upon us. If your child is
not feeling well please monitor their symptoms and keep them home if necessary. If your child is
absent for this reason, or any other, can you please let the front office or the classroom teacher
know so that our records can reflect these absences in an accurate way.
Please do not hesitate to reach out over the next few weeks if you have any feedback, concerns or
questions. I am always here to listen about ways we can make our school even greater than it
already is. Stay warm and healthy.
Marijana Pasalic
A/g Principal
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Deputy Principal

Dear parents and carers,
We are very lucky to currently have two occupational therapist students in our school for eight
weeks doing their practicum. They are working with teachers and students to enhance a current play
space, bringing in new resources for students to play with. This may look like a loose parts play area,
it may look like new games printed on the asphalt, this will all depend on the requests and feedback
from students and teachers.
I have also asked them to present us with some ideas for a new sensory play space which would be
set up in one of our courtyards. Some additional small play spaces will be greatly welcomed, I have
no doubt. I really respect the way the girls are giving students choice in what they would like on the
playground and cannot wait to see the end result. The two students have also said they appreciate
being in a school and seeing how we make the most of having OTs in our school.
I have been so impressed with the resilience and flexibility shown by students in the last several
weeks. Learning to be resilient is not about avoiding problems, rather it is about being faced with
problems and learning to manage them. This is exactly what has happened in our school in the last
few weeks. Students have continued to learn, be kind and enjoy school, even with all the disruptions.
It says a lot about the resilience of our community, for which we are grateful.
Please remember to SMS or call the school letting us know why your child/ren are absent from
school. Attendance is closely tracked because it is important students come to school if they are well,
and we like to know that, if they are away, it is for a good reason.
Kind Regards,
Emma Campbell
Deputy Principal

A/g Deputy Principal

Coaching and Mentoring at PDPS
“...the roots of the forest tree are able to follow the intricate pathways created by former trees, and
thus embed themselves more deeply…stronger trees can share resources with the weaker ones so the
whole forest becomes healthier. Human beings thrive best when we grow in the presence of those
who have gone before.”
L.A.Parks Daloz, (2012)
At Palmerston District Primary School, we pride ourselves on the coaching and mentoring framework
we provide to our New Educators. My role as Coaching Leader is to facilitate the support our New
educators need in their formative years of their career. We are incredibly lucky to have wonderful
mentors who work alongside our New Educators to co-plan, co-teach, co-debrief and co-reflect on
their Professional Practice. Our School Improvement Priorities about providing Positive Behaviours
for Learning environments and Improving Spelling and Writing Outcomes are embedded into the
Coaching and Mentoring Framework. Our New Educators have developed Professional goals that
address the school priorities, and meetings with mentors work towards achieving their profession al
learning goals. Each term we have 2 New educator Workshops which are a wonderful opportunity
for our New Educators to network, celebrate their successes and reflect and consider the 6 Enabling
Pedagogies - Student Centred Learning, Assessment, Targeted Explicit and Scaffolded Instruction,
Evidence Based Decision Making, High Expectations and Safe, Supported, Connected and Inclusive
Learning Environments. Whilst visiting classrooms we have been able to capture classrooms that
reflect all of these pedagogies. Our New Educators are most definitely thriving; ensuring that our
Palmerston Forest is becoming healthier thanks to our wonderful mentors and highly engaged
teachers. The following photos, from some of our New Educator classrooms capture the beautiful,
supportive and inclusive learning environments as the Third Teacher .

Rostrum
Rostrum has been running a Primary Schools Speaking Competition for 50 years for schools in the
ACT and surrounding areas of New South Wales. Each school is invited to enter one competitor into
the competition after running a selection process in their own school.
School Finals are held at each participating school at a time and date of their choosing. School Finals
shall select a Winner and Reserve. (The Reserve is needed in case the Winner is unable to attend the
Quarter Final).
The Quarter and Semi Finals are held in the evening at a host school. Topics for the Quarter and
Semi Finals are provided by Rostrum. Each student speaks for 3 minutes with a warning bell at 2
minutes. Rostrum adjudicators will assess each speech and determine the Winner and Runner Up,
both of whom will proceed to the next round.
The Grand Final is held at a prestigious local venue, usually 3 to 4 weeks after the last semi -final.
Topics for the Grand Final are different to the earlier rounds, and each finalist speaks for 4 minutes.
The Warren Hine trophy is awarded to the winning speaker as determined by the Rostrum
adjudicators, whilst in recent years a People's Choice trophy has been also awarded and is decided
by vote of the audience.
All competitors at the Quarter Final, Semi-Final, and Grand Final receive a certificate. The Grand
Final winner and runner up receive medallions and trophies, and the winning school will receive the
Perpetual Shield to hold for the next year.
The Speech topics were:
Being organised
Drones
Every little bit helps
My least favourite thing
Paying it forward
The right note
Teamwork
What next?
Yesterday we held our Rostrum School Final and determined who would represent our school at the
next level of competition. A HUGE Palmerstonian Congratulations to Mack (Year 4) for his highly
engaging speech about Being Organised and to our reserve Felix ( Year 5) for his very humorous
speech about Drones.

ICAS
We are delighted to inform you that Palmerston District Primary School will be participating in the
world-renowned ICAS AssessmentsTM this year.
ICAS is designed to target students’ higher-order thinking and problem-solving skills in English,
Mathematics, Science, Writing, Spelling Bee and Digital Technologies.
Each assessment celebrates students’ accomplishments by providing opportunities for recognition
and development. Every student will receive a printed certificate and an online results report. Top
performers will be eligible for medals and are invited to attend special award ceremonies to have
their academic excellence publicly recognised.
We encourage you to consider entering your child into ICAS this year. The assessments are suitable
for students wishing to extend themselves academically and take up the personal challenge of
competing in an international assessment, that has been running for 40 years. Your child will be
presented with high-quality, expert-developed questions, allowing them to apply their learning
without the need for prior study or revision.
ICAS Writing Years 3-6 Tuesday 9 Wednesday & 10 August, 9am - Technology room
ICAS Digital Technologies Years 2-6 Tuesday 9 & Wednesday 10 August, 10am - Technology room
ICAS English Years 2-6 Tuesday 16 & Wednesday 17 August, 9am - Technology room
ICAS Science Years 2-6 Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 August, 10am - Technology room
ICAS Spelling Years 2-6 Tuesday 23 & Wednesday 24 August, 9am - Technology room
ICAS Maths Years 2-6 Tuesday 30 & Wednesday 31 August 9am – Technology room
Camps
With COVID-19 Restrictions lifting and normality returning to school, we have been able to secure
camps for Year 3, 4 and 6. Depending on numbers, staff availability and camp availability we are
hoping our camps will be able to go ahead. Please keep an eye out for this extra-curricular
opportunity that we hope to cater for our students.
Trish Foster
Deputy Principal A/g

Fundraising
Palmerston’s Green Team is excited to announce our Go Green fundraising challenge on Thursday
23rd of June (Week 9). Students are to wear something green on the day (socks, clothes, hair, etc)
and a monetary contribution to fundraise for our schools recycling program. The clas s that raises the
most money will receive icy poles and their teacher will have to wear a green wig for the rest of the
week. Ms Pasalic will also spray paint her hair green if we raise over $600. Go Green Palmerston!

Parent Volunteers
Do you want to help your child with reading?
Are you interested in becoming a parent reading helper?
We are offering another reading seminar in Week 10
Wednesday 29th June from 5-6:30pm in the staffroom.
The session is designed to prepare parents/carers to be effective volunteers at school and guide
anyone who would like to further develop their skills in supporting their children at reading at home.
Once you have attended the training session you can register your interest in volunteering. You will
be allocated a time and be ready to formally begin the program in week 1 Term 3.
If you need any other information or to RSVP for the seminar, please
email nicole.taylor@ed.act.edu.au 11 or call on 6202 1451.
Many thanks
Nicole Taylor
Executive Teacher
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Pride Awards

PARTICIPATION
Matea

RESPECT

INTEGRITY

DETERMINATION
Yuchen - 5R, Alyce - 4Y, Lincoln - 4Y, Maki - 4O
EMPATHY
Chimezie - 5R

Key Dates

20th June - P&C Meeting
22nd June - Staff Planning Day
23rd June - Go Green Fundraising Challenge
1st July - Last Day of Term 2
18th July - First Day of Term 3

Sports News

1 - https://evenplayingfield.com.au/products/palmerston-district-primary-house-tshirts12

Cross Country
Congratulations to all our competitors in the regional Cross Country Carnival. You made us all very
proud with your efforts, sportsmanship and display of PRIDE values.
Congratulations also to Jamie - 5G, Elka - 6R, and Aaron - 6Y for moving on to the ACT Cross Country
Carnival on the 15th June at Stromlo Forest Park. What a great achievement.

Get Into Rugby
Palmerston Primary are hosting a Rugby program with our local Rugby club, Gungahlin Eagles and
Brumbies Canberra during term 2, after school for students keen to give Rugby a go. The program
will run for 4 weeks, 1 day a week for one hour each session at no cost to participating families. We
have 20 available positions for children in year 5 and 6. Term 3 will be for years 3 and 4, and term 4
will cater for kindergarten to year 2. If you are interested, please email
Natalie.edwards@ed.act.edu.au 13 for more information.

School House T-shirts
School House T-shirts are now available through Even Playing Field. Please order through the
website
https://evenplayingfield.com.au/products/palmerston-district-primary-house-tshirts14

Natalie Edwards
HPE Specialist
Natalie.edwards@ed.act.edu.au 15
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Cultural Integrity at Palmerston

P&C/Board News
Dear Palmerston Community,
Our next P&C Meeting is 7pm Monday 20th June in the staff room at the school. All are welcome to
join us as we seek to support the school and our community.
For more information, to make a suggestion or ask a question contact palmpandc@hotmail.com 16
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School Uniform Shop
Second hand uniforms can be ordered through the My School Connect App under Uniform Shop.
The school is asking for any small (size 4-8) donations of pants, skirts, undies etc to be used in our
first aid room. If you could please drop them to the front office. If your child has come home with
borrowed school clothes can you please wash and return them.

Canteen News
The canteen is operated by Healthy-Kids Association.
The canteen is open for online orders Tuesday to Friday
Counter sales are available for recess snacks,drinks & ice blocks.
Your student can order via myschoolconnect.com.au
Interesting items such as honey soy chicken,pasta bolognaise,salads,muffins,and lots more are
available.

Additional Information
RAT TESTS
The ACT Education Directorate will no longer be asking schools to distribute two RAT’s per week to
students. Instead from the commencement of week 9, RATS will be provided on an as needed basis
for all students in ACT schools. Schools will hold a supply of RATS that can be sent home with
students at the request of a parent/carer (2 per student) if required or can be col lected from the
Front Office between 8.30am to 3.30pm.
In the event that your require RAT tests please email info_palmdps@ed.act.edu.au 17 stating:
Child’s name
Class
RAT tests will then be given to your child to bring home and a confirmation email sent to you that
this has occurred. If students are not attending school when requesting tests, or are subject to
isolation or quarantine requirements, families can make alternative arrangements to collect RATs
through a relative, neighbour or other student.
If you have any queries please feel free to contact the Front Office on 61421440.
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Rapid-Antigen-Tests, Symptoms, When to get tested
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/symptoms-and-getting-tested/when-to-gettested/_recache#Rapid-Antigen-Tests
Public Health Alert-protect against Mosquito Bites
https://health.act.gov.au/public-health-alert/public-health-alert-protect-against-mosquito-bites

Defence News

As cold weather sets in this is a great time to remind your child/ren about the lunch time clubs the
staff offer throughout the week. If you know your child struggles playing outside at breaks times on
the really cold days you might like to encourage them to attend a lunch time club. Defence club is a
session I run twice a week which is open for all defence students who can invite one friend to join
them. Years 3 to 6 club is held on Tuesday first half of lunch in pod 7. Kindy to year 2 club is held on
Wednesday first half of lunch in the kindy pod. There are posters with all the clubs on them around
the school to help remind the students what’s on and where.
At the end of term I would like to hold a parent morning tea to welcome all our families, new and
returning to the school and connect with each other again. If there is a service such as the Family
Liaison Officer, Soldier On coordinator etc that you are interested in speaking to and learning more
about please let me know and I will organise a representative to join our morning tea to share their
information and resources with you. Can you please send me an email if you’re interested in

attending and what week would work better for you. Either end of term 2 or start of term 3. I am
available Mondays and Wednesdays. Looking forward to hearing from you and welcoming you back
onsite.
Stay warm and have a great weekend.
Kristle Cross │ Defence School Mentor

Community Connections

FUN WITH FRIENDS OLD AND NEW THESE WINTER HOLIDAYS!
Communities at Work Winter School Holiday Programs are open for bookings. The Daily Highlights
(program calendars) with a list of activities for each program location will be available in early June
on their website, but bookings can already be made!
The programs will be running weekdays from 4 July to 15 July 2022 (inclusive) from 7.30 am to 6 pm,
with qualified and dedicated educators providing a nurturing and entertaining environment.
Children will enjoy a variety of excursions, incursions and fun activities that will encourage lots of fun
with friends, old and new, and guarantee a new adventure every day!
Communities at Work continue to ensure the safety of your child is paramount with increased
hygiene and cleaning protocols, guided by the latest advice from the ACT Government and ACT
Health.
Visit www.commsatwork.org/shp 18 for more information about the upcoming school holiday
programs, locations in Canberra, activities in store, and to make a booking.
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Enrol now
Enrolments for the 2022 school year are opening 6am Tuesday 26th April for 2023 with the initial
round closing at 11.59pm on 3rd June 2022
Every ACT public school is a great school, and if Palmerston District Primary School is your local
priority enrolment area (PEA) school your child is guaranteed a Kindergarten to Year Six place here.
Your best source of information for enrolling is the Education Directorate
website education.act.gov.au19 or the Enrolments Telephone Service (02) 6205 5429. You can also
contact us about enrolments directly by emailing PalmerstonPS.Enrolments@ed.act.edu.au20
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Preschool
Every four-year-old is guaranteed 15 hours of preschool
Enrolment timeline for 2023 2023-enrolments-timeline-public.pdf (act.gov.au) 21

Contact Us
You can contact our school using our details below.
Palmerston District Primary School
80 Kosciuszko Ave
Palmerston, ACT
6142 1440
info_palmdps@ed.act.edu.au22
Visit us on the web at www.palmdps.act.edu.au 23
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