
Hello families of Palmerston, 

Thank you seems to be the most appropriate word to use

for my �nal message for 2021. We have certainly adopted

and lived with an ‘attitude of gratitude’ in 2021. 

Thank you to you all of you for giving me so many

opportunities to be grateful. All sta� have been highly

appreciative of the support you have given us during some

interesting times, and for also providing us with

messages/emails of gratitude for the work our sta� have

undertaken all year. If you could have seen my face across

the year, you would have been witness to so many

moments that your children put smiles on my face, for

trying hard, learning to spell, understanding PBL,

managing online learning, helping their buddies, for

hugging Palmy, concentrating in class, cooperating with
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each other every day, for overcoming hurt knees, being

respectful to adults in the school, managing technology,

showing enthusiasm and for truly being their own unique

self. The list is actually endless.

 Thank you to you, our families for the energy, love and

drive you have instilled in your children to the best

learners they can be, the kindest friends they can be and

for being as resilient as they could be during a very

di�erent Semester 2.

Thank you to our incredible students who have charged

ahead, given things a go, learnt new skills, made new

friends, realised the depth of their empathy and for

‘making our day’ every day they were here.

Thank you to our Board and P&C representatives who

have worked tirelessly for our school community. We

extend a huge thank you to our Board Chair- Mrs Fang

Yuan  and Parent Representative Mr Cameron Watts for

their passion for our school and representing the

community with dignity. We will certainly miss your

contributions. 

Thank you and farewell to Helen Ritchie, our dedicated

P&C President, who has demonstrated incredible reliability

and ‘can do’ attitude  with new initiatives for students and

sta�, and for leading the small but passionate P&C. You

will be greatly missed Helen. Thank you and farewell to

Jenny Palombi for 16 years’ service as Treasurer – an

immense dedication to our school over so many years.

Thank you to Lina Haines for your dedication as P&C Vice

President – for driving action with the Directorate to

improve facilities for our students, and collectively, for all

of you do and so much more. 

Thank you and farewell to our Deputy Principal, Helen Cox,

whose career spans over 30 years of service. Helen has

made the decision to retire, ready to sculpt her next



chapter in life, living in style up in QLD. We celebrated

Helen’s career last week, and we wish her every possible

happiness and thank her earnestly for the academic focus

and drive she has given to students and families at our

school, for strong coaching and connections with sta� and

for being a highly professional, caring and dedicated

colleague for the past 2.5 years, here at Palmerston. 

Thank you and farewell to this amazing cohort of teachers,

who are moving onto their new school in 2022. Teachers in

the ACT work under a banner of mobility, and after 5 years

of service, move to another school to expand their skillset

and add value to their new school.  Thank you to each of

you for your passionate teaching and the incredible

connections you have with the families of students you

have taught over the years. Thank you mostly for being an

incredibly important part of the Palmy Army:

               Dylan Elks,  o� to explore relief teaching

               Anna Sanders, joining Turner School       

               Dean Joy, joining Evelyn Scott School      

               Elizabeth Hargreaves, joining Majura Primary      

               Fiona Dean, joining Ngunnawal Primary 

               Garima Singh, joining Macquarie Primary             

               Nicole Smith, joining Red Hill Primary     

               Peta James, joining Gilmore Primary        

Thank you to our sta� for a sensational year, we have

bonded, collaborated, appreciated and highlighted the

strengths of each other. We are a strong Palmy Army and I

am �ercely proud of what you have achieved this year.

2020 and 2021 will go down in history for a long time as we

faced interruptions, reacted nimbly and proceeded with

con�dence that we could continue positive connections

with our families. 



2021 has presented us with many highs as well as

challenging times. There has been a silver lining in all that

we have done, building new ways of doing things and

expanded ways to acknowledge our strengths and areas of

vulnerabilities to focus on. Our school is stronger because

of what we have faced in 2021. 

Farewell to our Yr. 6 students, we wish you every possible

happiness and success as you now begin the next stage of

your learning in High School. You are ready for it. We

believe you are equipped to thrive in your new

environment. Remember Palmerston fondly, and give

everything you have got in High School as you continue to

grow and experience all that life has to o�er. My prediction

is that you are going to keep on being awesome. 

Farewell to our families who are leaving, and thank you for

all that you and your child/ren have given this beautiful

school. We will not be the same without you, but your new

school will be very fortunate to have you join them. 

As hard as it is to farewell 2021 and all of those who have

been a part of Palmerston 2021, I am excited and

optimistic for 2022.

My wish for you all is to have a safe and restful break over

Christmas and January. I hope you all get to do what

enriches your soul and that we get some sunshine to make

us feel the warmth we all deserve. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2022.

Keep smiling,

Kate Smith
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Deputy Principal: Inclusion,
Diversity and Wellbeing
In the past I have always ended the year writing about all

the wonderful achievements of our school.  The amazing

work of all our sta�, particularly during this very

challenging year.  The beautiful manners and the

wonderful work by students.  The support and care

demonstrated by our parents/carers.  It’s always hard to

put in to words what is in my heart and how this school

community continues to ‘�ll my bucket’.  It certainly is a

special place to work.    However, this week I would like to

end the year on a di�erent note.  I would like to

acknowledge a special person at our school.  Her name is

Mrs Cox.  At the end of the year Mrs Cox will be leaving us. 

To say I am devastated is an understatement, in fact I have

spent most of the term in denial.  Surely, Mrs Cox would

not leave me!  You see Mrs Cox and I became one team

pretty much from the moment we met.  We just clicked.  It

was e�ortless. Turned out she was the Ying to my Yang,

the coke to my cola.  She complimented me perfectly.  Mrs

Cox is wise and empathetic.  She is intuitive and

responsive.  She cares deeply for the sta� that work here

and all students who attend.  Mrs Cox has dedicated the

last few years of her professional life to ensuring that

every student at this school has access to a relevant,

engaging curriculum.  She has high expectations of our

sta� and what they are expected to do.  She has a deep

belief that every child can learn, that every child has the

right to an education that is well above just average.  Mrs

Cox has a way of making you believe that you can do

anything – she explains, she supports, she encourages, she

praises.  She is an inspiring leader, an exceptional

colleague and a treasured friend.  We will miss her terribly

here, but wish her every success and happiness.  



I would like to take this opportunity to have one last shout

out to the parents/carers, sta� and students at Palmerston

District Primary school.  2021 has sometimes been a

challenge.  Thankyou for the understanding, empathy and

support you have shown each other.  Take time over the

summer to enjoy quality time with family and friends.  I am

truly looking forward to all that 2022 brings (except the

part where Mrs Cox is not here everyday).  Take care and

see you soon.

Marijana Pasalic

Deputy Principal of
Achievement and Potential
I think I’ve made a terrible mistake, deciding to retire. I

have had a wonderful career in teaching, spanning 31

years, after a short career in nursing. I have loved every

school in which I’ve worked but I am aware of just how

extra special Palmerston is and I can’t imagine what my life

will be like if I don’t come to Palmerston District Primary

School on a daily basis.

I love the children – Palmerston Primary School children

are so special! They are always so genuinely pleased to see

Mrs Smith, Ms Pasalic or me as we move around the

school. With shouts of hello, and hand waves, or running

up for that special hug, or to share something that they

have brought to school, or to express excitement

regarding some special event that’s taking place, or to

share some fantastic challenge that they have achieved,

they are always so happy and full of joy. Doors get held

open; children ask, ‘How are you today?’ They make it so

easy to walk around with a smile on my face all day, every

day!



I love the sta� – Palmerston Primary School sta� are so

warm and friendly, and so dedicated to their teaching

and/or their administrative role. It has been an absolute

privilege to work with them; to see the care they have for

the children at this school; and to witness the united way

in which they work for the betterment of the school and its

participants.

I have loved the members of the wider school community

who are always so grateful for our e�orts – parents and

carers, external agents, and allied health professionals –

who all work collaboratively to ensure the needs of

students are met, who know we will listen to any concerns

and try our hardest to ensure there is a positive outcome

for all.

Of course, I have been especially lucky to have worked so

closely with Mrs Smith and Ms Pasalic. They are two of the

most beautiful, intelligent, and dedicated human beings on

the planet! The plans that are always being implemented,

created or ‘tweaked’ to improve learning outcomes for the

students and sta� at Palmerston are so focused and

evidence based. Plans already in place for teachers in

Week 0 2022 are so exciting I want to be there!

I have to confess though, that yesterday afternoon while I

was standing on the blacktop, a Year 1 student (who shall

remain nameless) came up to me and said, ‘You look so

old! You must be nearly 100!’ I replied by saying, ‘I am old

and that’s why I’m retiring.’ He seemed very satis�ed by

that response. And so, through the mouths of babes,

perhaps it is the right decision after all. Just please know I

leave reluctantly.

I wish you all well. Have a very happy holiday season and a

well-earned rest.

Helen Cox



Instantly translate this
newsletter to 100+ languages
With our Google Translation integration, you can access

your newsletter in ANY language!

OR

Download the skoolbag multi-language App: SKB: Multi-

language in the App Store

Enrolments are now open for 2022
Enrolments for the 2022 school year remain open. 

Every ACT public school is a great school, and if Palmerston District Primary School is your local

priority enrolment area (PEA) school your child is guaranteed a Kindergarten to Year Six place

here.

Your best source of information for enrolling is the Education Directorate website

education.act.gov.au or the Enrolments Telephone Service (02) 6205 5429. You can also contact

us about enrolments directly by emailing PalmerstonPS.Enrolments@ed.act.edu.au 

Preschool

Every four-year-old is guaranteed 15 hours of preschool

Enrol for Preschool in 2022 if your child turns four on or before 30 April 2022  

 

Palmerston Well Being WebsitePalmerston Well Being Website

Palmerston Well Being Community Hub
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/palmerston-community-well-bein/home

https://www.education.act.gov.au/
mailto:PalmerstonPS.Enrolments@ed.act.edu.au
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/palmerston-community-well-bein/home
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/palmerston-community-well-bein/home


Classroom ConnectionsClassroom Connections

P & C/Board NewsP & C/Board News

In 2022 we will have 2 positions vacant on the School Board:

 

Two representative members from the parents, guardians and carers of the school

 

Please keep an eye out early in Term 1 for information and instructions on how to nominate.

 

School Canteen
The canteen will closed on Friday 17th December. There will also be limited availability the last

week of the school term. 



Sugar Free-zies Day

Colour Run News
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Second Hand Uniform Shop
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The P&C operates a second hand uniform shop in the school hall foyer. 

Due to COVID19 restrictions we request if you need to order anything please  use  the My

School Connect App under Uniform shop.



Uniform Shop Price List
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Congratulations to the following students who received a

PRIDE Award at assembly.

PARTICIPATION – becoming involved, “having a go” and

cooperating with others 

Thomas 5PS  Holly 5AK  Mima 5AD  Indianna 5AD  Max 1S 

Isla 1S  

Darcy 1MO  Lilli KFE

 

RESPECT - having respect for self, others and their

property

Evander 5PS  Maisie 1S  Korey 5MH  Lincoln 3MR  Hannah

3TW  Kensey 1BD

Kafka 1MO  Sadie KFH  Raymond KFE

 

INTEGRITY - being honest, fair, responsible and loyal

Avinash 5MH  Sonia 5AK  Devine 4MG  Sophie 6KN  Dhieu

1TA  Evie1MP

 

Scholastic book club will be online only. There will be no hardcopies available. Please order and pay online
through LOOP. No cash will be accepted at the school.

Pride AwardsPride Awards
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DETERMINATION - being persistent and resilient

Nathali 4MG  Leila 4PS  Mina 6KN  Alyce 3TW  Kyra 1TA 

Aleena 1MP

Zahra 1BD  Kyla 1AS  Olivia 1AS  Grace KFH

 

EMPATHY - understanding and supporting others

regardless of our di�erences

Htat 5MH  Trinnity 6KN Amy 3MR  

 

Dates to Remember
13th Dec            Sugar Free-zies Day Fundraiser

14th Dec            K-5 Awards Ceremony             

15th Dec            Year 6  Fun Day Excursion  

16th Dec            Year 6 Graduation 

17th Dec            Term 4 Ends

 

 

 

         

 

        

                       

Defence NewsDefence News



What a term we have had. Congratulations to all our families for making it to the end. I’m so

proud of all the students who coped so well this term. We’ve had a large number of parental

absences this year especially this term. We have had to say farewell to 8 families, 13 students

this term. I feel we have the best students and families here at Palmerston which makes it so

much hard to say good bye. I would like to wish everyone all the best in the move and their new

locations. 

Some highlights of the year:

Our incredibly talented Binayak in year 2 won the ANZAC School Initiative Award early this year.

Still so very proud of our schools e�ort in entering the competition and even more over the

moon that one of our students won! Congratulations Binayak! 

In March the whole school participated in Soldier On fundraising event- March On for Soldier

On.  To be one of just 25 school Australia wide who took part in the event makes me incredibly

proud of our Palmerston community. Well done to every student for taking part in the walk and

to all the families for your wonderful donations. It is truly heart warming to be a part of our

community.

A message from Soldier On-

Firstly, we want to say a huge THANK YOU for having Palmerston District Primary School take

part in the March On with Soldier On Challenge earlier this year. In March this year, your

amazing community at Palmerston District Primary School, along with 25 other schools

Australia wide all joined forces, to raise vital funds for Soldier On, raising a collective total of

$8000! 

In July we entered a competition ANZAC Schools’ Award run by DVA. The entry had to re�ect

‘What does commemoration look like in your Community’

Our School had chosen to record a video entry at the ‘Coral Sea’ memorial site as it is a

signi�cant part of our defence community and reaches out to Crace and Palmerston residents.

During Defence club, students researched the battle of the Coral Sea to reach a deeper

understanding of the signi�cance of the site. Students created posters of Navy ships and maps

of where the battle was held and displayed them at the site for the video. Our year 3 and 4

defence students performed ‘Anzac Biscuits’ created by ARIA nominated song writer and

Educator Mr CJ Shaw, along with special guests and parents in our community. Anzac Biscuits is

a creative way we engage all year levels to commemorate here at Palmerston District Primary.

The results will be advised in February 2022. I look forward sharing the results with you in term

1. The students and sta� worked really hard on this I hope we do really well! 



I am very pleased to be staying in the DSM role next year and can not wait to go back to ‘normal’

and get to see all the students next year. I have missed being able to go down to all year levels

and check in with everyone. Hoping 2022 is a smooth and successful year.

I wish all of our wonderful families a safe and merry holiday season. 

Kristle Cross │ Defence School Mentor 

Parent/Carer InformationParent/Carer Information

Community Connections

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/storage/images/enewsletter/1305/22807/thumbnail/ljuCm3G5Tki0y9jnIKhoNjmgQuimCUvmmNOf2Jn8.png


Palmerston District Primary
School

 Kosciuszko Avenue,

Palmerston ACT, Australia



www.palmdps.act.edu.au/

 02 61421440  Facebook



info@palmdps.ed.act.edu.au

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/7b3db734
http://www.palmdps.act.edu.au/
tel:0261421440
https://www.facebook.com/PalmerstonPrimary/
mailto:info@palmdps.ed.act.edu.au
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/storage/images/enewsletter/1305/5959/zjeDU5Ke2iPK6pqPIxaHbk4TDCCWmvOUv0wWqtfp.jpeg

