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Palmerston Post
Issue 2 - Term 4 2021

Palmerston District Primary School
acknowledges the Ngunnawal People, the
traditional owners and custodians of this land.
Principal Message
Hello families of Palmerston,
The best part of this week has been the return of students
back onsite for several of our year levels. We are just as
excited to see our Yr 3, 4 and 5 students return on
Monday. There is no doubt that having children in school is
fabulous – seeing their smiling faces and hearing them on
the playgrounds has definitely put a spring in our step.
Thank you so much for the wonderful way in which you
have prepared them to be ready and independent with
carrying their own things, using hand sanitiser and settling
back into class. If you could please ensure hats are
brought to school each day and water bottles, we will be
well sorted for the warmer days coming our way.
Connecting Again
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Please enjoy the photos a little further on in the newsletter
of the different ways that classes have reconnected this
week – teachers were expected to focus on
health/wellbeing/ expression, the Arts and PBL. A smooth
start and very happy faces at the end of each day tell us
that reconnections are happening in a safe and positive
way.
Safety First
Teachers and support staff are ensuring windows are open
all day and masks are worn all the time indoors. Mr Phil
and Mr Anup clean the play equipment after play times,
and the canteen staff are doing a marvellous job, following
protocols as well. Having staggered recess and lunch
breaks has been really pleasing for everyone involved. Our
students have been terrific with frequent washing and
sanitising their hands. It has all just become ‘this is what
we do’ now.
Buildings Works and 2022
So, with our expanding student population, we are thrilled
to share with you that we are getting a fair bit of capital
works across the next few months. We are going to have
two new RLU’s giving us eight new classrooms. We are
having four sets of older toilets being upgraded, Pod 3 has
started now. We are also then getting two new toilet
blocks. The cladding on Pod 10 will be renewed. We are
then funding for the Hall floor to be sanded, repainted and
repolished --- we are going to be SO bright and shiny for
2022. Of course, these are major works, and we expect all
projects to not be ready for Day 1, Term 1, 2022, but we
have temporary plans in place to house everyone safely
for the start of the year.
Class Placements and 2022
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Today, you will receive another email asking for your help
as we begin to prepare classes for 2022. Since my arrival at
the school I have introduced forming classes and telling
families of their new teacher and classroom – all to ensure
families do not worry all holidays. I believe that
parents/carers need to be involved in sharing their wishes
for their child as we form next year’s classes. Please take
some time to talk with your child/ren and let us know
some preferences. School is a social place, and friendships
are important – we ask you to talk with your child and
think of a few peers they would like to be placed in a class
with – please note- this needs to be mutual. We do our
very best to fulfil your wishes OR call you and explain why
your wish may not be successful. We take into account
academic needs, behavioural/social/emotional needs,
where possible – a gender balance and opportunities to
make new friends. Our aim is to set students up for
success. Once teachers have completed classes; factoring
all elements, including your request, we cannot change
students, as there can often be a huge domino effect. So
please, ensure you have your say – deadline for your input
is Friday 12th November. Keep an eye out for the Google
form today.
Step Up Day
Additionally, something recently introduced is Step Up Day
– typically on the last Monday morning of Term 4 , when I
do my best to release the ‘new’ 2022 staff from their
schools to join their new Palmerston class with our
teachers, and spend time meeting their new class in their
new classrooms so that a relaxed start can occur in 2022. I
will keep you abreast if this can continue in the way we
would like to, as the school grows larger, there is a lot
more to factor in, and I hope I can still bring in the large
number of new teachers. Together the ‘new class’ will do
some fun ‘get to know you’ activities that often are then
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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seen in the classroom ready for day 1, term 1 2022. (Some
classes will be in temporary spaces, as we will not have the
new RLU’s onsite by this time) Watch this space.
Until next time, keep safe, stay well!

Kate Smith

Deputy Principal Message

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Deputy Principal: Inclusion,
Diversity and Wellbeing
Term Four is always one filled with sadness, stress and
excitement for me. It’s a real roller coaster of emotions.
Up, down and all around. Fast, slow and everything in
between. It is a time of stress (reports to write, staffing to
organise and events to plan), it’s a time of sadness (a few
too many goodbyes for my liking) and above all a time of
celebration (with awards to recognise student
achievements, graduation for our Year Six students and
staff contributions to acknowledge). Throw in a global
pandemic, new protocols and regulations , as well as
Christmas shopping on top of all that and needless to say
a nap may be needed. In planning and preparing for the
end of year K-5 Awards Day Mrs Cox, Mrs Smith and I have
been discussing how we can make our awards more
meaningful for our community and are attempting to draw
special attention to our PRIDE and PBL values and the
important part that play in maintaining our positive school
culture. We want our values to be more than just words
and more than just a token. I must say I do not envy staff
at school for having the responsibility of choosing a
student who has consistently demonstrated these values
and been a true role model to others. Our students are so
good. So resilient. Kind. Empathetic and just a joy to be
around. Our staff are spoilt for choice. This week, as
students have begun to return to onsite learning, I have
witnessed our PBL/PRIDE values on display each and every
day in so many different ways. Here are some of my
highlights this week that have made me so proud.
Our students PARTICIPATING by just showing up (either
online or face to face) to continue their learning
journey. Doing their best in class by raising their hands
to contribute during class discussions, submitting work
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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online, working collaboratively in small groups, dancing,
singing and giving new things a go!
Demonstrating RESPECT for their peers. The playground
has been a pretty happy place, the sound of laughter
drifts through my window and I love it. Students are
back to routine, following adult instructions, using kind
words and following the PBL behaviour expectations
during Covid times. Those continuing online have been
regularly attending Meets and displaying their best
online manners.
Our students are INCLUSIVE through actions such as
waiting their turn at the monkey bars, sitting and talking
to friends, helping those in need, sharing resources and
being such wonderful listeners.
Our students show a real DETERMINATION to do their
best! I had to smile watching our students say a cheerful
goodbye to parents/carers as they arrived at school on
Monday, sanitised their hands and skipped through the
school gate. I definitely learned a thing or two about
bravery and resilience from our students this week!
Simply remarkable!
Displaying EMPATHY – as I looked out my window at
students playing on the playground I had to wipe a tear
away watching a little person in Kindergarten help their
friend to their feet after they had fallen on the tanbark
during a game of hide and seek. A smile and a check in
was all that was needed for the game to continue. My
heart almost exploded. Our students truly are kind.

This all doesn’t happen by accident. The old saying rings
true at Palmerston – team work does indeed make the
dream work. Once again, it is timely to thank all in the
community for all that you did, and all that you continue to
do. Our students would not have had such a successful

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950

6/25

29/10/2021, 14:55

ENewsletter

transition if it weren’t for the hard work of parents and
school staff working together to ensure the learning and
emotional needs of our children were met.

Marijana Pasalic

Deputy Principal of
Achievement and Potential
Tournament of Minds
This year, under the fabulous direction of one of our
teachers, Ms Holt, an eager group of students from Years
4-6 participated in Tournament of Minds (TOM). TOM is a
program for primary and secondary students providing the
opportunity to solve authentic, open-ended challenges
that foster creative, divergent thinking whilst developing
collaborative enterprise, excellence, and teamwork. It’s
also a lot of fun!
Each week the Palmerston team met before school, on a
Thursday, to learn to work together and to solve
challenges in both a discipline and in spontaneous
challenges. Students then participated in a regional final,
competing against 24 other primary schools in two
challenges: ‘Reboot my classic’ a Language Literature
Challenge focused on Alice in Wonderland; and a
Spontaneous Challenge, ‘A colourful catastrophe’. Once
The ACT was in lockdown, this all had to be done
remotely.
Although our team did not progress to the next stage in
either challenge, they did extremely well and the feedback
provided from the judges was very promising. Our
participants are all very keen to do it again next year!

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Well done to you all and our thanks goes to Ms Holt too for
providing students with this opportunity and for her
excellent student guidance!

Enrolments are now open for 2022
Enrolments for the 2022 school year remain open.
Every ACT public school is a great school, and if Palmerston District Primary School is your local
priority enrolment area (PEA) school your child is guaranteed a Kindergarten to Year Six place
here.
Your best source of information for enrolling is the Education Directorate website
education.act.gov.au or the Enrolments Telephone Service (02) 6205 5429. You can also contact
us about enrolments directly by emailing PalmerstonPS.Enrolments@ed.act.edu.au
Preschool
Every four-year-old is guaranteed 15 hours of preschool

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Enrol for Preschool in 2022 if your child turns four on or before 30 April 2022

Palmerston Well Being Website
Palmerston Well Being Community Hub
https://sites.google.com/ed.act.edu.au/palmerston-community-well-bein/home

Instantly translate this
newsletter to 100+ languages
With our Google Translation integration, you can access
your newsletter in ANY language!
OR
Download the skoolbag multi-language App: SKB: Multilanguage in the App Store

School Psychologist
The return to onsite learning is likely to be met with a range of different emotions, for both
children and parents/carers. The School Psychology Service has released the following videos to
help parents assist children who may be experiencing anxiety associated with the return to
school after the remote learning period.
Understanding Anxiety
Responding to Your Child’s Anxiety
Return to School Plan

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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There are also a number of online resources families can access for information and tips to
support children during this challenging time including www.emergingminds.com.au and
https://raisingchildren.net.au/.
The return to onsite learning is likely to be met with a range of different emotions, for both
children and parents/carers. The School Psychology Service has released the following videos to
help parents assist children who may be experiencing anxiety associated with the return to
school after the remote learning period.

Understanding Anxiety
Responding to Your Child’s Anxiety
Return to School Plan

There are also a number of online resources families can access for information and tips to
support children during this challenging time including www.emergingminds.com.au and
https://raisingchildren.net.au/.

Haley Caldwell
School Psychologist

Classroom Connections
2-6 FS
In 26FS we have loved being back and seeing each other away from the screen. We have
enjoyed sports, calming, reading, art, craft, and mindfulness activities. Most of all, we have
enjoyed our friendships, sense of belonging and connections.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Kindy
This week Kindergarten has participated in a variety of wellbeing activities including singing with
Mr Elks in our new play space, the Grassy Knoll, purposeful play, and STEM where they designed
something to help the elderly.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Year 1
This week we have been focusing on our strengths and what makes us great. 1MO and 1BD
created a ‘Garden of Greatness’ and 1S collated a garden full of tulips through directed drawing.
1MP used the book Dot by Peter Reynolds to create a picture from a single dot!
Also Year 1 have been with Mrs Starr creating artwork representing our time during remote
learning (seed) and thought of our super seed powers which are the things we learnt or
discovered about ourselves. The plant represents our Growing Powers which are things we can
do to help us keep growing and learning. There is a photo of some student responses. Other
responses included “Just be myself” “I can be brave” “I can try new things”.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Year 2
Year 2 have been very busy getting back into the swing of school again. We have all been doing
some amazing art projects and experimenting on how to keep ourselves and others safe by
washing our hands.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Year 6
This week Year 6 have really enjoyed being back at school and engaging in a number of social
activities. We have created artworks, played some PE, worked on some problem solving
challenges and have just been happy spending time together. We spent time this week working
through some digital escape rooms in pairs or small groups. Next week we will continue this by
creating our own digital escape rooms and sharing these with our peers to solve and hopefully
‘escape’.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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P & C/Board News
Second Hand Uniform Shop
The P&C operates a second hand uniform shop in the school hall foyer.
Due to COVID19 restrictions we request if you need to order anything please use the My
School Connect App under Uniform shop.

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Uniform Shop Price List

Take storytime beyond the
classroom

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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We know that some kids are read to every night, but not all
kids have access to storytelling in the home. School
libraries have limited copies of books and when kids are
sick, we want to ensure they can still access a library of
stories, anytime. With our At Home access, storytime can
go beyond the classroom. Your school subscription allows
access to Story Box Library for all kids, to view our Stories
and At Home Activities from their own homes, inspiring
their minds and encouraging diverse and engaging
storytelling, anytime. Learn more about At Home access or
view our handy list of tips here. How to provide At Home
access to your school community We encourage you to
share your school’s Viewer login details (found in your
welcome email) via your email, school newsletter or by
distributing our pre-written letter. Questions? Email us at
schools@storyboxlibrary.com.au. Enjoy Storytime,
Anytime! From the Story Box Library team
Log in: https://storyboxlibrary.com.au/login
Viewer Username: PDPS
Viewer Password: Palmerston

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Scholastic Book Fair
Please see the attached file below for all your book fair information

Download

Scholastic book club will be online only. There will be no hardcopies available. Please order and pay online
through LOOP. No cash will be accepted at the school.

Pride Awards

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Congratulations to the following students who received a
PRIDE Award at assembly.

PARTICIPATION – becoming involved, “having a go” and
cooperating with others
Mila KNS, Zahra 1BD, Lottie Gow 1MO, Felicity 1BD, Eric
2FS, Jaxon 2KM
Jack 2KM, Tarrell 1MP, Bella 1TA, April 1S, Louis 2BB

RESPECT - having respect for self, others and their
property
Luke KGM, Sylvie, Alyssa KFH, Willow KNS, Maxwell KNS,
Cruz 1AS,
Bojan 1BD, Jewel 2MA, Comfort KFD, Madeline 2MO, Jax
KNS,
Hazel-Rose 2BB

INTEGRITY - being honest, fair, responsible and loyal
Yuvika KFE, Manav KFH, Rafe K-1RM, Sienna K-1RM, Artie
2FS, Henry KFA

DETERMINATION - being persistent and resilient
Finn KGM, Aahana KFE, Sophie KFE, Tyler KJR, Ella KJR,
Lukas KFH,
Darcy 1MO, Aisha 2SZ, Olivia 2RE, Tevita 2SZ, Evin KFD

EMPATHY - understanding and supporting others
regardless of our differences

https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Sophia KFH, Olivia 1BD, Alexander 2SZ, Grace 2MA, Dexter
2RE

Dates to Remember
1st Nov

Yr 3,4,5 return to school

2nd Nov

Online Incursion Yr 2

15-19th Nov

Preschool 2022 parent teacher interviews

15-26th Nov

ICAS Testing

7th & 9th Dec

Colour Run

Defence News
The Pathways Program provides you with practical
employment and education assistance, enabling you to
secure your future career. For your information, unlike a
recruitment agency, Soldier On doesn’t place candidates in
jobs. We work in partnership with veteran-supportive
Pledge organisations, who have committed to supporting
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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veteran employment - many of whom may be actively
recruiting for people. I encourage you to explore our
website: www.soldieron.org.au. The Soldier On Jobs Board
can be found at: www.pathways.soldieron.org.au/jobs and
for education opportunities go to:
www.soldieron.org.au/how-we-help/education.
The Defence Special Needs Support Group Inc (DSNSG) is a
not-for-profit benevolent volunteer organisation
established to assist Navy, Army and Air Force families
with a family member with Special Needs. The Group
provides support, information, assistance, advocacy, and
programs for all ADF families current and ex-serving who
have a dependent child, spouse or other dependent with
Special Needs.
The group supports all families with a member with special
needs, not only those who are recognised as being a
dependant with special needs. They have an active private
FB group where families support each other, and regional
coordinators who support families, organise events etc. If
DSNSG is new to you, the SN Booklet is a good place to
find out more about the programs and/or the Get
Assistance section of their website.

Contact: Kim Collins
Mobile: 1800 037 674
Email: general.manager@dsnsg.org.au
Website: www.dsnsg.org.au
DSNSG Helpline Hours: Mon to Fri 10:00 am to 3:30 pm
Kristle Cross │ Defence School Mentor

Parent/Carer Information
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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Dedicated school buses and revised interim bus
timetable from Monday 25 October 2021
Transport Canberra’s dedicated school bus services will recommence on Monday 25 October
2021. This includes ‘S’ trips that divert into schools.
Timings have changed for dedicated school services and the regular timetable. We are strongly
encouraging families to check their school pack and plan ahead.
Special Needs Transport continues to run for those families that need this service.
A range of COVID Safe measures are in place to help keep students safe on public transport.
Please remind families to familiarise themselves with these measures and talk to their children
about them prior to the return to school.
From Monday 25 October 2021 buses will run to a revised interim timetable. This timetable is a
similar frequency to the timetable that has been running over the past two months, but with
some changes to timings to allow better connections for school students.
Light rail is continuing to run to its regular frequency but will see an increase in frequency from
Monday 1 November 2021. This will assist with physical distancing on board. Customers will
benefit from extended afternoon peak frequency on weekdays and increased frequency on
Sunday mornings.
Consider walking or riding to school – or using a Part way point
Parents and carers may also consider alternative ways to get their children to school. If they live
close by they can take advantage of the warmer spring weather and walk, ride or scoot to
school!

Part way points are also a great way to get some exercise into children’s days for families that
live a little further away and this also helps to ease congestion around schools. Parents or
carers can simply drop their child at a point, or park and walk the rest of the way with them.
Park safely and legally All 40km/h school zones are in place between 8am and 4pm Monday to
Friday. Speed limits in school zones are there to ensure the safety of children by allowing
motorists extra time to stop in an unexpected situation.
Parking across pedestrian crossings, corners, verges and double parking can block kids seeing
the road.
https://enewsletter.coralcommunities.com/41608950
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School packs and timetable information
The revised interim timetables and school packs are now available online.
For enquiries customers are encouraged to visit www.transport.act.gov.au or call 13 17 10.
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Community Connections

Palmerston District Primary
School


Kosciuszko Avenue,



Palmerston ACT, Australia

www.palmdps.act.edu.au/





02 61421440

Facebook


info@palmdps.ed.act.edu.au
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